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Victims of An Gorta Mór Remembered 
At Commemoration in Dublin, May 17

The annual commemora-
tion of An Gorta Mór 
(The Great Hunger) 

which claimed the lives of 
over a million Irish people in 
the mid-nineteenth century 
and forced over two million 
more to emigrate, many 
to America, was held in St 

Stephen’s Green, Dublin on 
Sunday, May 17. 

The Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
Josepha Madigan TD offici-
ated at the ceremony.

The commemoration is 
held each year in different 
venues around Ireland to 

mark the fact that the disaster 
affected all parts of the coun-
try. This year’s event was to 
be held in Buncrana, County 
Donegal, but was moved to 
the capital city because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Bun-
crana will now host next year. 
Continued on page 7 inside

Covid-19 Numbers 
Start To Improve 
Across Ireland

Returning The Favor, Irish Respond To Navajo Nation Coronavirus Appeal

The Kindred Spirits’ sculpture in Bailic Park, Midleton, County Cork, commemorates the generosity 
of the Choctaw Indian Nation during An Gorta Mór, the Great Hunger in Ireland of 1845 - 1851.

Irish people have been send-
ing money to a GoFundMe 
appeal for funds to help 

the Navajo and Hopi Nations, 
which have been hit hard by 
the coronavirus.

As of May 11, the Na-
vajo Nation—which stretches 
across parts of Utah, Arizona 
and New Mexico—had 3,204 
confirmed cases of coronavi-
rus and 102 deaths. As a ratio 
of it’s population, the Navajo 
have more confirmed cases 
than any US state. 

Navajo and Hopi families 
set up the GoFundMe cam-
paign to raise money for food, 
water, essential supplies and 
personal protective equip-
ment. At press time the appeal 
had raised $4.4 million out of 
it’s target of $5 million.

Many of the Irish dona-
tions were inspired by the 
story of the Chocktaw Nation 
which, in 1847, collected 
money to send to Irish victims 
of An Gorta Mór, the Great 
Hunger. This singular act of 

generosity came only a few 
years after almost 6,000 Choc-
taw indians died on the Trail 
of Tears, having been forced to 
leave their ancestral home-
lands in Alabama, Louisiana 
and Mississippi. 

The story is remembered 
and honored in Ireland. 

The Kindred Spirits 
sculpture (pictured here) by 
Cork-based artist Alex Pentek 
was unveiled in the town of 
Midleton in 2017 by Choctaw 
leaders.

The GoFundMe page 
singled out the Irish contribu-
tions:

“In early May donations 
to the Relief Fund’s GoFund-
Me campaign spiked with con-
tributions from Ireland. After 
reading news coverage of the 
crisis on the Navajo and Hopi 
reservations, many Irish felt 
compelled to reciprocate sup-
port from Indigenous Nations 
that dates back more than 170 
years.

As of May 30, the death 
toll in the Republic of 
Ireland from coronavi-

rus stood at 1,651. The total 
number of reported cases 
was 24,929. Approximately 
one third of those cases were 
healthcare workers. In the 
north of Ireland there were 
4,696 confirmed cases and 521 
deaths reported.

The rates of increase in the 
numbers infected and dying 
from the disease are shrinking 
across the island. In the last 
week of May new cases report-
ed on a daily basis were under 
the 100 mark in the Republic 
and the basic reproduction rate 
of the virus was thought to be 
between 0.4 and 0.6, described 
by one government minister as 
“remarkably stable.” On May 
29 the Health Service Executive 
in the Republic declared there 
were 42 people being treated 
for coronavirus in Intensive 
Care Unit beds, down from a 
high point in April of 160.

The group tasked with 
measuring the spread of the 
virus in the Republic is the 
National Public Health Emer-
gency Team (NPHET). It said 
that there has been no sig-

nificant increase in numbers 
of cases in the Republic since 
Phase 1 of the government’s 
reopening roadmap was imple-
mented on May 18. Professor 
Philip Nolan, chair of the Irish 
Epidemiological Modelling 
Advisory Group with NPHET, 
said this is because Irish people 
“have learned how to go about 
their business and not spread 
this virus.”

Nolan urged people to 
continue to maintain social 
distancing, exercise hand and 
cough hygiene, to wear face 
masks, and to self-isolate and 
contact their doctor if show-
ing symptoms, for testing and 
tracing. If people continue to 
be conscientious, he said that 
it would be possible to restart 
many activities, albeit “in a 
cautious manner,” without 
setting off another wave of 
infection.

Nolan said the virus will 
continue to decline if com-
munity infections remain low 
and the reproduction rate of 
the virus is kept below one. He 
said that half of recent cases 
are contacts of known cases, 
for example in households.

Continued on page 3 inside
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Meanwhile, caretaker 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar (Fine 
Gael) said that he would like 
to accelerate the Government’s 
roadmap, but it was too early to 
make that decision.

On Friday, May 29, Varad-
kar said that bringing forward 
Phase 2 might be possible, pro-
vided that the virus remained 
under control.

“The reason we can’t make 
a judgement call yet is because 
it’s only two weeks after restric-
tions are relaxed that you know 
if the virus is spreading again, 
that’s why we have three week 
intervals,” he said. “So we’ll 
know next week if we’re on 
track.”

Varadkar told reporters, 
also on May 29, that the aim is 
for schools to open on time at 
the end of August.  Ultimately 
the plan to reopen schools will 
be contingent on how well 
coronavirus is being contained. 

“We are also learning from 
countries that have had to 
reimpose restrictions. There 
have been outbreaks in schools 
in France and several schools in 
South Korea had to close due to 
outbreaks,” Varadkar said.

“It might mean that not 
every student is able to return 
to school but we will try to en-
sure it is as normal as possible.”

“Provided the virus does 
not make a comeback between 
now and then, primary and 
secondary schools will reopen 
at the end of August.

“It may not be possible for 
every student to return for the 
full day, every day, but that 
is the point we are trying to 
get to, so it may be necessary 
to phase in the reopening of 
schools, but our objective is to 
open them as fully and as soon 
as possible provided the virus 
does not make a comeback,” he 
added.

The Taoiseach made his 
remarks shortly after the publi-
cation of an Irish-focused study 

which found ‘no evidence’ that 
coronavirus was transmitted in 
Irish schools before the govern-
ment closures on March 12.

The study was conducted 
by the journal Eurosurviellance. 
The authors suggested that 
their findings add to a growing 
body of evidence that children 
do not appear to be drivers of 
coronavirus transmission.

“Children are thought to 
be vectors for transmission 
of many respiratory diseases 
including influenza,” the study 
notes.

“It was assumed that this 
would be true for Covid-19 
also. To date however, evidence 
of widespread paediatric trans-
mission has failed to emerge.”

However, the authors 
acknowledged that their study 
was limited by its size, that 
only symptomatic contacts 
were tested, and that asymp-
tomatic secondary cases were 
not captured.

“While this study, based 
on small numbers, provides 
limited evidence in relation 
to Covid-19 transmission in 
the school setting, it includes 
all known cases with school 
attendance in the Republic of 
Ireland,” the study said.

At the other end of the age 
spectrum the figures in Ireland 
replicate those of other coun-
tries in showing that Covid-19 
overwhelmingly affects old 
people the worst. 

According to the Central 
Statistics Office over 90 percent 
of the deaths so far recorded 
in the Republic are of people 
over the age of 65. Deaths in 
long-term residential care facili-
ties represent over 60 percent 
of total Covid-19 deaths in the 
Republic and more than 50 
percent of those in the north of 
Ireland.

There have been slightly 
more men than women killed 
by the disease, despite more 
women being infected.

Coronavirus Update 
From Ireland
Continued from front page
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WORLD’S SHORTEST ST PATRICK’S DAy PARADE TO TAKE 
PLACE IN OCTOBER 
the world’s shortest st patrick’s day parade is now set to take place 
in October after it was originally canceled in March due to the 
outbreak of the coronavirus. Hot Springs, Arkansas, will hold its 
98-foot long parade on Bridge Street on October 16 and 17 this 
year.

The parade has been renamed the First-Ever Second Annual 
17th Annual World’s Shortest St Patrick’s Day Parade, if you can 
wrap your head around that ridiculous combination of words. 

Some people have joked that the parade’s name is longer than 
its route. 

Bill Solleder, Marketing Director with Visit Hot Springs, said 
that Hot Springs residents deserve a celebration later this year due 
to what they’re going through now. 

“Why would a St Pat’s parade work in October? Well, basical-
ly, why not? As far out and do-it-the-way-we-want attitude we’ve 
always had about the World’s Shortest St Patrick’s Day Parade, 
why not just do it in October?” he told the Hot Springs Sentinel. 

Solleder admitted that the event’s name was “ridiculous” but 
again questioned “why not?”

He explained that the event will be called the “second annu-
al” St Patrick’s Day parade because he held a “very small parade” 
with fellow parade organizer Alexis Hampo on March 17. 

—IrishCentral.com
 

SOCIALLy-DISTANCED qUEUES AT WEST BELFAST CHURCH AS 
PRIEST HEARS CONFESSIONS 
there were socially-distanced queues at a west belfast church as a 
Catholic priest heard confessions. Father Paddy McCafferty of 
Corpus Christi in Ballymurphy was kept busy for an hour today as 
parishioners waited in line.

He sat in front of the church behind the gates while those 
making their confessions stood about two meters in front of him.

“I started hearing confessions at 11.40 and I was kept busy for 
about an hour with a constant stream of people, with everybody 
observing social distancing,” he told the PA news agency.

“As they came to me outside the church, there was a two-
meter distance, maybe more.

“There was no one close to them to hear what they were say-
ing and it was easy for me to hear what they were saying.

“Everything was observed, the sanctity and privacy as well as 
protecting people from the virus.

“I intend to do it again next week and so on until we are able 
to get people back into the church again.”

Fr McCafferty said previously he had been hearing confes-
sions by appointment, meeting parishioners outside the church at 
a safe distance. “There is nothing to stop you hearing confessions 
from people provided you observe all the precautions. I am aware 
of other priests who are doing it too. We are not breaching any 
of the safety mechanisms and it does help people. A lot of people 
were very moved to be able to do it, and we have to comfort 
people and strengthen them in every way possible.”

—Journal.ie
 

HAIRDRESSERS BEING OFFERED ‘THREE OR FOUR TIMES’ 
NORMAL PRICES TO CUT HAIR WHILE SALONS ARE CLOSED 
hairdressers have been offered ‘three or four tiMes’ the normal price 
of a salon haircut by clients desperate to have their hair done dur-
ing the current lockdown, according to industry representatives. 

President of the Irish Hairdressers Federation, Danielle Ken-
nedy said people aren’t prepared to wait until mid-July to have 
their hair cut or treated and are willing to pay treble the price 
they normally pay to have hairdressers come to their homes. 

“It has just erupted, and it has erupted even further since 
the announcement came that we’re not currently opening until 
the 20 July because people aren’t prepared to wait that long to 
get their hair done,” she said speaking on RTÉ Radio 1’s Sean 
O’Rourke program. 

“(They’re offered) roughly €150 to €200 for a haircut ... com-
pared to €40 or €50, which is the normal price—so three or four 
times the normal price, people are prepared to pay.”

Pictures across social media in recent weeks have shown 
people dying their hair using off-the-shelf products—some of 
which have turned out horribly—but Kennedy said the majority 
of requests at present are for people looking for a trim. 

Kennedy said hairdressers are looking at measures to protect 
clients and staff in order to reopen sooner than July. 

“We have come up with a set of structured Covid protection 
guidelines that we would be prepared to go to if needed to get 
salons opened sooner,” she said.

—Journal.ie
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One of donegal’s favorite 
sons has not been found 
wanting when it comes 

to cheering up some of the 
elderly residents of the county’s 
long term care facilities. Singer 
Daniel O’Donnell, has been 
delivering impromptu concerts 
at some of the homes, serenad-
ing the old folks from outside 
through open windows.

A video of one of the mini-
concerts, taken at the Falcarragh 
Community Hospital, has gone 
viral. It shows the residents 
lined up at the hospital’s win-
dows to watch O’Donnell per-
form from the hospital grounds. 

In the clip O’Donnell is 
singing 40 Shades of Green, 
Johnny Cash’s famous ballad 

about his travels to Ireland. 
O’Donnell sings from a safe dis-
tance and uses a portable sound 
system. 

The star is seen chatting 
to the residents through their 
windows, asking: “Are yous all 
well?” 

At the end of the video 
O’Donnell recieves a great 
round of applause from staff 
members and residents. The 
over 70s in Ireland have been 
‘cocooning’ for for two months, 
which involves never going 
outside and avoiding all social 
contact.

Ani O’Donnell, who filmed 
the video, thanked O’Donnell 
on Facebook.

“On behalf of all the 

residents and staff in Falcar-
ragh Community Hospital, 
we would like to say a massive 
thank you to the one and only 
Daniel O’Donnell. Words can 
not express the joy you brought 
to the residents this afternoon,” 
she wrote. 

O’Donnell has also per-
formed for patients in care facili-
ties in Gweedore and Dungloe. 

Speaking on Irish radio, he 
explained why he wanted to 
perform in care homes across 
Donegal. 

“Sure it passes the time for 
me, takes nothing out of me, 
and gives a wee bit of a change 
of atmosphere to those people 
who are in the hospitals and 
various places.”

Discussions are ongoing in 
Ireland between faith 
leaders and the govern-

ment over how to open up 
places of worship over the next 
several months.

Archbishops Eamon Martin, 
Diarmuid Martin and Kieran 
O’Reilly met with caretaker 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar May 14, 
and shared with him the work 
that is being done by the Catho-
lic Church to develop a national 
plan to restart Masses and other 
services. The plan incorporates 
coronavirus mitigation mea-
sures, such as social distancing, 
to ensure the health and safety 
of congregations.

Churches have been shut-
tered since March and there 
are also fears for the safety of 
priests, many of whom are over 
70, placing them at higher risk 
from the disease.

Currently, churches are 
set to reopen no earlier than 

mid-July under phase four of 
the government’s roadmap for 
easing restrictions.

In this country at least one 
priest has challenged the au-
thorities on their right to close 
down organized religion. 

Father Kevin Robinson, of 
St Anthony of Padua Church 
in North Caldwell, New Jersey, 
is suing Governor Phil Murphy 
for the right to say Mass again. 
Fr Robinson’s action claims that 
Executive Order 107, issued in 
late March, is unconstitutional 
in that it violates both the First 
and the Fourteenth amend-
ments. 

The order bans social gath-
erings of any size in the state, 
including for religious pur-
poses. It also states that people 
must stay at least six feet apart 
when in public, except for 
“immediate family members, 
caretakers, household members, 
or romantic partners.”

Robinson is arguing that St 
Anthony’s can achieve the ex-
act same social distancing used 
in commercial businesses that 
were allowed to remain open 
as they were deemed ‘essential’ 
by Murphy. The lawsuit alleges 
that Fr Robinson was threat-
ened with arrest the day before 
the Governor’s order went into 
effect.

“The officer was verbally 
aggressive, repeatedly stat-
ing that the Mass could not 
proceed because of the Gover-
nor’s order, thus making it clear 
that (Robinson) was subject to 
arrest while the members of 
his congregation were cower-
ing in the basement in fear,” 
the lawsuit stated. “Only when 
the officer was informed by the 
local police chief via cell phone 
that Order 107 was not effec-
tive until the following day 
was his implicit threat of arrest 
withdrawn.”

SoMe of ireland’s best-loved 
musicians lined up during 
a rousing online event on 

May 23 to pay tribute to the 
late Martin McGuinness on 
what would have been his 70th 
birthday. The Sinn Féin Vice-
President and former Deputy 
First Minister of the north’s 
power-sharing government 
passed away on March 21, 2017 
following a short battle with a 
rare heart condition.

Christy Moore, Matt Molloy 
and Damien Dempsey all fea-
tured in the ‘Evening of Stories, 
Song & Music,’ sharing the stage 
with New york singer Mary 
Courtney, Martin’s granddaugh-
ter Cara Mc Guinness, and a 
host of other talented perform-
ers from Martin’s home city of 
Derry and further afield.

The event was organised by 
the Martin McGuinness Peace 
Foundation whose spokesperson 

Paul Kavanagh said it would be 
a special and poignant tribute.

He commented: “Obvi-
ously the way many of us carry 
out events of remembrance 
and celebration have had to 
change because of the Covid-19 
crisis, and we are no different. 
The Chieftains Walk, (which 

raises funds for the North West 
Cancer Centre and other good 
causes), which is also organ-
ised in memory of Martin, had 
to be postponed but I know 
the organising committee are 
very grateful to everyone who 
continues to register to take part 
when the walk is rescheduled.”

The event also featured 
tributes and recollections from 
leading figures in the world of 
politics, both at home and in-
ternationally, who shared their 
memories of McGuinness.

“Martin McGuinness re-
mains a much loved and much 
missed figure for countless 
people around the world. We 
hope this event gives them the 
opportunity to come together to 
remember him and celebrate his 
life in a unique and poignant 
way,” said Kavanagh.

The event was streamed on 
Facebook, youTube and Twitter.

Archbishops In Ireland Initiate 
Talks on Resuming Mass

Martin McGuinness Remembered

Good on you Daniel! Singing Star Lifts 
The Spirits of Donegal’s old Folks
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An Gorta Mór—also referred 
to as the Great Famine—was 
partially the result of the failure 
of the potato crop, the only 
food source for most Irish at 
the time. There was plenty of 
other food produced in Ireland 
but the British government and 
landlords denied the starv-
ing millions access to it. In all, 
through death and emigration, 
Ireland lost nearly half its popu-
lation between 1845 and 1849.

As with the recent Easter 
and Arbour Hill Commemo-
rations, the ceremony was 
conducted in line with current 
health and safety guidelines 
and was not open to the public, 
although it was televised nation-
ally.

The ceremony included 
military honors and the laying 
of a wreath laying in remem-
brance of all those who suffered 
or perished. Aimee Banks sang 
Brendan Graham’s Crucán na 
bPáiste (The Children’s Burial 
Ground) and the National 
Anthem was performed by an 
Army Piper.

Speaking at the event, Min-
ister Madigan said:

“When we look back on 
those years, our thoughts 
cannot but turn to those who 
suffered. We think of the 
people who lost their property, 
their homes, their families, and 
sadly, in so many cases, their 
lives. We gather each year to 
pay respects to their memories.

“However, we also remem-

ber and pay tribute to those 
who survived and came through 
those terrible years, either here 
in Ireland or on foreign shores 
among the great diasporas 
formed by those years.

“We also salute their cour-
age and resilience, taking pride 
in their achievements which 
echo down the generations.

“In her poem quarantine, 
the late Eavan Boland movingly 
evoked the efforts of a loving 
husband to support his wife 
with the last of his strength, 
when she said: “She was sick 
with famine fever and could not 
keep up. He lifted her and put 
her on his back.”

“The heroes of the Fam-
ine that we honor today also 
sought to lift and carry those 
who fell or could not keep up. 
That same spirit of caring and 
self sacrifice that is embedded 
in the caring professions, is 
being seen again today as our 
health workers embrace the 
challenge of caring for those 
affected by Covid-19. We honor 
and respect these modern-day 
heroes and value their courage. 
Perhaps we can best show our 
appreciation for their work, and 
the efforts of their forebears 
during the Great Famine, by 
adhering to those small acts 
of heroism we are called upon 
to perform in the response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
to come though these testing 
times, just as our ancestors 
once did.”

National Commemoration 
of An Gorta Mór In Dublin
Continued from front page

Fears are growing in ireland 
that the number of people 
who will die from prevent-

able causes, because coronavi-
rus measures stopped them get-
ting the treatment they needed, 
will exceed deaths from the 
virus itself.

Speaking in the Dáil 
Éireann (Ireland’s parliament) 
last month Labour Party leader 
Alan Kelly said that the suspen-
sion of so much non-corona-
virus healthcare is a matter of 
“life and death.” Kelly said that 
the resumption of normal di-
agnostic and screening services 
“cannot wait any longer.”

Kelly concluded that 
preventable non-Covid-related 
deaths: “will surpass Covid-
related deaths if the trajectory 
goes on the way it is going in 

the coming weeks.”
Kelly’s comments are 

borne out by the facts. Cancer 
screening programs have been 
largely shut down because of 
the pandemic. There were no 
mammograms carried out by 
BreastCheck in April this year, 
compared to 13,763 in April 
2019. CervicalCheck laborato-
ries received 937 samples for 
analysis in April this year, com-
pared to 21,037 last year. Pros-
tate cancer, breast cancer, lung 
cancer, pancreatic cancer and 
colorectal cancer are five of the 
top ten leading causes of death 
in the Republic of Ireland.

Experts have warned that 
the continued suspension of 
such programs could have 
devastating long-term conse-
quences.

There are also concerns 
that patients who need urgent 
care are not showing up to 
Emergency Departments, either 
because they down want to 
overburden the healthcare sysy-
tem or because they are worried 
about contracting Covid-19.

Figures released by the 
Economic and Social Research 
Institute showed there were 45 
percent less emergency depart-
ment attendances per day in 
the week ending March 29 
than than had been the case in 
the week ending March 1. The 
drop in the more serious cases, 
classified as very urgent, was 27 
percent. The ESRI said the pub-
lic must be encouraged not to 
ignore symptoms and to attend 
emergency departments when 
they need treatment.

Sinn féin td Mark ward 
(Dublin Mid-West) has 
highlighted the worsening 

mental health crisis brought 
about by the pandemic. Ward 
has called for a special session 
of the Dáil to discuss mental 
health and the reconvening of 
the Committee on the Future 
Provision of Mental Health 
Supports. 

Ward also questioned the 
Minister for Health on why 
Pieta House staff have been laid 
off and queried the appropri-
ateness of the Government’s 
over-reliance on charities for 
essential services which should 
be provided by the state. (Pieta 
House is a charitable organiza-

tion which provides therapy to 
those engaging in self-harm, 
who have suicidal ideation, or 
who have been bereaved by 
suicide). 

Ward said: “In light of the 
World Health Organisation 
stating the Coronavirus could 
cause a global mental health 
crisis, I have called on the Min-
ister to have a special sitting 
of the Dáil on mental health. I 
have also called for the recon-
vening of the Committee on 
the Future Provision of Mental 
Health Supports.

“Covid-19 has seen an 
upsurge in people looking to 
avail of mental health supports 
and the longer this goes on the 

bigger the demand will be on 
services.”

He added: “We all saw the 
big support and generosity of 
the Irish public towards Pieta 
House last week with their 
fundraiser on the RTÉ Late Late 
show. I, like many people, have 
supported this charity over the 
years.

“However, I was concerned 
to discover that Pieta House 
had introduced redundancies 
to clinical workers prior to 
this fundraiser. At a time of a 
pandemic and peoples’ mental 
health being adversely affected, 
the Government needs to help 
Pieta to retain these clinical 
workers.”

Suspension of Diagnostic And 
Screening Programs Could Result 
In More Deaths Than Coronavirus

Pandemic Could Lead To Mental 
Health Crisis, Sinn Féin TD Says

One of the greats of the 
Irish showbiz world, 
singer and entertainer 

Brendan Bowyer, died peace-
fully at home in Las Vegas on 
May 28. He was 81.

A native of Waterford, Bow-
yer lived and spent most of his 
career in Las Vegas, but truly 
never forgot his Irish roots. For 
more than six decades Brendan 
enthralled audiences around 
the world. The title of Ireland’s 
answer to Elvis Presley rested 
easily on his shoulders.

He burst onto the scene 
in the late 1950s as a member 
of The Royal Showband with 
whom he performed what 
many consider his signature 
tune ‘The Hucklebuck.’ The 
Dancehall genre of music was 
at its height and packed out 
venues the length and breadth 
of Ireland throughout the 
1960s. Other standards includ-
ed ‘Kiss Me quick,’ ‘No More,’ 
and ‘I Can’t Get you Out of My 
Heart.’

Bowyer’s move to Las Vegas 
in the early 1970s was the step-
ping stone to international star-
dom with the Big 8 Showband 
which he formed with the late 
Tom Dunphy. He readily sold 
out venues in his adopted city 
and rubbed shoulders with the 
iconic performers of the time.

He made many trips back 
to Ireland for performances 
over the following 40 years and 
was made a freeman of Water-
ford City.

Minister for Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht, Josepha 
Madigan TD paid tribute:

“I am extremely sad-
dened to hear of the passing 
of Brendan Bowyer. He could 
justly claim to be in the very 
top echelon of performers of 
the dancehall era. His compari-
son to Elvis Presley is not an 
overstated one.

“So many romances, mar-

riages and happy memories 
were created during many years 
of joy and entertainment that 
Brendan brought to this coun-
try and his adopted Las Vegas. 
He set a high bar and inspired 
so many other performers that 
followed. He will be so sadly 
missed.”

Bowyer’s long career at the 
top of his profession won him 
fans on both sides of the pond, 
including in San Francisco, 
where he played to a full house 
at the United Irish Cultural 
Center on New year’s Eve in 
2002.

Bewley’s café, on grafton 
Street in the center of Dub-
lin, will close permanently 

with the loss of 110 jobs, it was 
announced in May.

The closure has been blamed 
on the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic, which forced the café 
to temporarily close in March, 
and high rent for the iconic 
building.

In a statement the operator 
of the cafe, Bewley’s Ltd, con-
firmed that management “has 
written to staff to inform them 
that it is with deep regret and 
great sadness that it is likely to be 
necessary to permanently close 

the café over the coming weeks.”
“The proposed closure 

would result in the loss of all 
jobs in the café. The manage-
ment team will now enter into a 
period of consultation with the 
impacted employees,” the state-
ment notes.

“We would like to sincerely 
thank all of the staff who work 
in the business for their loyalty 
and dedication which has made 
Bewley’s Café on Grafton Street a 
landmark, iconic and memorable 
place to visit.

“We would also like to 
thank our loyal customers over 
the decades,” it adds.

Brendan Bowyer, Irish Showband 
Legend For 60 years, Dies Aged 81

“During Ireland’s Potato 
Famine of 1847, the Choctaw 
Nation raised $170 dollars 
(about $5,000 now) for starv-
ing Irish families. Today over 
25,500 Irish donors have 
contributed over $870,000 to 
the Relief Fund and the Navajo 
and Hopi elders, immunocom-
promised, COVID-positive, and 
vulnerable families it serves.”

Relief Fund founder 
Ethel Branch stated: “We feel 
real kinship with the Irish, 
who have a shared legacy of 
colonization, and we are truly 
grateful for ... all donations 
that have come from our Irish 
brethren. Go raibh maith agat 
and ahéhee’! Someday we hope 
to repay you for these beautiful 

and meaningful acts of solidar-
ity made during our time of 
great need.” 

Irish donor Pat Hayes 
said: “From Ireland, 170 years 
later, the favor is returned! To 
our Native American brothers 
and sisters in your moment of 
hardship.”

Another said: “They didn’t 
forget us. We won’t forget 
them.”

On May 10, Navajo Na-
tion Attorney General Doreen 
McPaul, who  also serves as the 
Donation Branch Chief of the 
Navajo Nation’s Health Com-
mand Center, filmed a special 
message of thanks to the Irish.

In the video, McPaul says 
she is: “especially proud of this 

response because of my own 
Irish heritage.” Both of her 
grandfathers are Irish, and her 
father, who was raised on the 
Navajo reservation, is a dual 
citizen of Ireland and the US.

“Our Irish family roots are 
in both County Armagh and 
County Laois,” McPaul says, 
“and the Hobsons in Ireland 
of quaker stock were deeply 
committed to Irish culture 
through the GAA and the 
Gaelic League.”

McPaul’s sister studied in 
Ireland and married an Irish 
man, County Clare native 
Jason Ryan. The couple’s four 
children, Liam, Aidan, Padraig, 
and Saoirse, are enrolled mem-
bers of the Navajo Nation.

Honoring The Generosity of The Choctaw 
During An Gorta Mór, Irish Contribute To 
Navajo & Hopi Covid-19 Appeal
Continued from front page

Dublin’s Iconic Bewley’s Café To Close 
Permanently Because of Coronavirus
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Two Locations:
Both open 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
7 days a week for ‘To-Go’ orders.

Java Beach at Judah
1396 La Playa St., at the Great Highway, SF, CA 94122

Java Beach at the Zoo
2650 Sloat Blvd., at 45th Ave, SF, CA 94116

www.javabeachsf.com

Supporting local businesses has never meant more or 
been more vital to the future of our neighborhood and 

our City. Please order from us or a small business if you 
want them to be open when this “new norm” is over.

• Download our Java Beach App, 
or “Order Online” on our web site.

• Buy Gift Cards on our website.

• Use UberEats or DoorDash for Java Beach orders.

• Buy the frontlines lunch. Look after those who are  
looking after all of us. We are GRATEFUL for big 

coffee & sandwich deliveries.

• We would LOVE to partner with people & organizations 
doing fundraising, call us if you think we can help.

RIORDAN SYKES McFADDEN, P.C.
Kerry Riordan Sykes

Maureen S. McFadden

Certified Specialists in Estate Planning, Trust 
and Probate Law by the California State Bar 

Board of Legal Specialization

377 West Portal Avenue, San Francisco
(415) 661-9050

No Charge for Initial Consultation

In efforts to further curtail 
the spread of coronavirus 
the government in the Re-

public of Ireland have imposed 
a 14 day period of mandatory 
self-isolation for anyone arriv-
ing in the country—including 
returning residents. The mea-
sure took effect on May 28 and 
will last until at least June 18, 
when it will be reviewed.

Those entering the country 
also have to complete a ‘pas-
senger location’ form and are 
being made aware that they 
may be subject to spot checks 
to make sure they are staying 
where they said they would be.

Announcing the new 
measures, Minister for Health 
Simon Harris said that no non-
essential travel outside Ireland 
should be undertaken until 
further notice.

“We continue to advise 
everyone against non-essential 
travel,” Harris said. “However, 
if a person does arrive into Ire-
land, they will legally obliged 
to fill out this form, regardless 
of their nationality.

“The form will be used to 
facilitate a system of follow 
up checks to make sure people 
who travel to the country are 
staying where they said that 
they would. The form will 
also ensure more accurate and 
quicker contact tracing, should 
we have a confirmed case on 
a flight or ferry coming into 
Ireland.

“Every measure we take is 
aimed at stopping the spread of 
Covid-19 and protecting people 
from this virus. This is no dif-
ferent.”

Failure to comply with the 
new regulations could result in 
fines of up to €2,500 or up to 
six months’ imprisonment. 

Ryanair CEO Eddie Wilson 
described the rules as “unwork-
able” and “unimplementable.” 
Wilson said they would “dent 
confidence on people travelling 
to Ireland.”

“It sounds great but it 
doesn’t work,” he said. “you’re 
saying to people Ireland is 
closed, when Spain is open, 

Greece and Portugal as well. We 
need to restore air links and air 
travel.”

Ryanair, which carries more 
passengers than any other airline 
in Europe, released a statement 
in May projecting first quarter 
losses of €200 million and a drop 
in passenger numbers for 2020 of 
almost 50 percent, from 154 mil-
lion last year down to 80 million 
this year.

“(Ryanair) expects to oper-
ate less than 1 percent of its 
scheduled flying program (in 
the first quarter, which covers 
April to June) ... Some return 
to flight services is expected in 
quarter Two (July—September) 
and Ryanair expects to carry 
no more than 50 percent of 
its original quarter Two traffic 
target of 44.6 million, as book-
ings will be impacted by public 
health restrictions (tempera-
ture checks and face coverings 
for passengers and staff) and 
quarantine requirements,” the 
statement said.

The statement also repeat-
ed Ryanair’s commitment to re-
fusing government financial as-
sistance during the coronavirus 
crisis, saying that “the competi-
tive landscape in Europe” will 

be “distorted by unprecedented 
quantums of state aid.” The 
German and French govern-
ments, for example, have doled 
out substantial rescue pack-
ages to help Lufthansa and Air 
France respectively. “(Ryanair), 
therefore, expect(s) that traffic 
on reduced flight schedules will 
be subject to significant price 
discounting, and below-cost 
selling, from these flag carriers 
with huge state aid war chests.”

Ryanair is expected to 
implement pay cuts and up to 
3,000 layoffs, mostly of pilots 
and cabin crew.

In related news Willie 
Walsh, CEO of British-based 
IAG, which owns Aer Lingus, 
told a British government com-
mittee that his company was 
fighting for its life.

Walsh told lawmakers: “It’s 
a very severe and very signifi-
cant crisis. quite honestly, the 
likelihood of any improvement 
in the short term is zero.”

He also said the group is 
currently making zero revenue.

Aer Lingus have an-
nounced plans to lay off up 
to 20 percent of its staff when 
Irish government emergency 
funding runs out on June 21.

New Isolation Measures For 
Passengers Entering Ireland 
As Airlines Grind To A Halt Political leaders in the north 

of Ireland have joined 
forces with the editors of 

the north’s main newspapers 
and labor leaders to condemn 
recent threats against journal-
ists in the north.

An open letter signed by 
the power-sharing govern-
ment’s First Minister Arlene 
Foster (DUP) and Deputy First 
Minister Michelle O’Neill (Sinn 
Féin) was published in the 
Belfast Telegraph, Irish News and 
News Letter newspapers on May 
19.

The letter called for the 
freedom of the press to be 
respected by all and hit out at 
the threats.

In April, an Irish News jour-
nalist was warned by the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland 
(PSNI) about a threat against 
them. 

In early May, journalists 
employed by the Sunday World 
and Sunday Life were threatened 
by loyalist terrorists. One of 
them was informed by police 
of a planned car bomb attack 
attack and journalists at both 
titles received more generic 
warnings of violence against 
them.

Foster wrote that previous 
generations had risked their 
lives to protect free speech, and 
that this was something that 

must be defended.
“The recent paramilitary 

threats targeting journalists and 
politicians represent an assault 
upon our society and upon 
democracy. This cannot be 
tolerated,” she said.

O’Neil said politicians in 
the north stand shoulder to 
shoulder with journalists and 
would do everything possible 
to support them in doing their 
jobs without fear.

“Journalism is a bedrock 
of democracy and those who 
are keeping our communi-
ties informed and holding the 
powerful to account must not 
be intimidated or threatened as 
they carry out their work,” she 
said.

The letter was also signed 
by the editors of the three 
newspapers, as well as the UK’s 

minister for media and data, 
the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions’ assistant general secre-
tary, and the assistant general 
secretary of the National Union 
of Journalists.

Irish News editor Noel 
Doran said the renewal of 
threats against journalists was 
“a deeply alarming develop-
ment” but he welcomed the 
support at the political level.

Sunday Life editor Mar-
tin Breen said the newspaper 
would continue to hold every-
one to account and “expose 
criminality and all wrongdoing 
no matter where it originates.”

Sunday World editor Brian 
Farrell said that his newspaper 
would “not be silenced nor in-
timidated” and would not rest 
until those responsible were 
brought to justice.

The tourisM industry in Ire-
land has been hit hard by 
coronavirus. New rules on 

self-isolation for people entering 
the country won’t help, but in 
reality many of those involved 
in tourism have already largely 
written off 2020. 

year on year tourism num-
bers had been on the rise—both 
the amount of people visiting 
Ireland and also the amount 
they spend when they are 
there. Irish tourism has been an 
unprecedented success story for 
the better part of a decade. Last 
year the industry employed 
over 200,000 people, almost 10 
percent of the entire workforce, 
and contributed over €6 bil-
lion to the economy, around 5 
percent. 

Now all that has come to a 
grinding halt, with restrictions 
on flights, and the forced clo-
sure of hotels, restaurants and 
bars. Unavailable for the time 

being also are the museums, art 
galleries, festivals, golf courses 
and other attractions that make 
Ireland such a successful desti-
nation.

Government figures show 
that more than 90 percent of 
workers in the accommodation 
and food sectors were either 
receiving the Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment or were on 
the Temporary Wage Subsidy 
scheme. 

When things get back to 
normal, and they will get back 
to normal, it is vital that all as-
pects of the tourism industry are 
able to hit the ground running.

Sinn Féin TD Darren 
O’Rourke has called for a 
tourism recovery taskforce to 
be formed. O’Rourke said the 
suportive measures introduced 
by the caretaker government 
would not be sufficient to bring 
back the industry.

Brendan Griffin, Minister 

of State for Tourism has agreed 
that such a taskforce be estab-
lished as soon as possible.

Griffin told the Dáil that 
the taskforce should include 
industry representatives, as 
well as experts from agencies 
such as Tourism Ireland and the 
Department of Tourism. 

Griffin predicted that the 
industry could lose 50 percent 
of expected revenues by the 
end of the year.

Sinn Féin TD Pa Daly also 
told the Dáil that Covid-19 
meant that Kerry County 
Council was holding meetings 
to avoid “near bankruptcy.”

The Green Party TD 
Malcolm Noonan said tour-
ism is taking a huge hit due to 
Covid-19 from which it might 
never fully recover. Deputy 
Noonan said festivals across 
the country would struggle this 
year and must be supported to 
survive into next year. 

Calls For Tourism Recovery Taskforce

Leaders In The North of Ireland 
Denounce Treats Against Journalists

Michelle O’Neill (left), Arlene Foster

The uk’s supreMe court 
has ruled that the inter-
ment without trial in the 

early 1970s of former Sinn Féin 
president Gerry Adams was 
unlawful. The Supreme Court 
also overturned Adams’s two 
convictions for trying to escape 
from jail.

From 1971 to 1975 almost 
2,000 people were interned—ar-
rested and held without trial—
in the north, in response to 
the outbreak of the Troubles. 
On August 9, the day intern-
ment started, 342 people were 
detained. Some were held 
for several years and the vast 
majority had no connection to 
any crime at all. More than 95 
percent of all those interned 
were Catholics.

The policy backfired heav-
ily on the British government 
and is now seen as being one of 
the main reasons that so many 
joined the provisional IRA.

Adams welcomed the 
court’s decision.

In a statement, he said:
“Of course internment, 

later described as detention by 
the British, was never lawful. 
In fact it set aside the normal 

principles of law and was based 
on a blunt and brutal piece of 
coercive legislation.

“I have no regrets about 
my imprisonment except for 
the time I was separated from 
my family.

“However, we were not 
on our own. It is believed that 
around two thousand men and 
women were interned dur-
ing its four and a half years of 
operation.

“I consider my time in 
the Prison Ship Maidstone, in 
Belfast prison and in Long Kesh 
to have been in the company of 
many remarkable, resilient and 
inspiring people.

“Internment like all coer-
cive measures failed.

“There is an onus on the 
British government to identify 
and inform other internees 
whose Internment may also 
have been unlawful,” he said.

The Internment of Gerry Adams 
In The 1970s Ruled Illegal By 
British Supreme Court
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1475 301 Junipero Serra Boulevard, Suite 200
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Email: lotar49@yahoo.com
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No Freedom Without 
A Free Press
by Eamonn Gormley

What Happens Next 
In Irish Politics?
by Seán Canniffe

The Sunday World, a dublin-based newspaper founded in 1973, ap-
peared throughout the 1980s at first glance to be a lowbrow 
tabloid that was driving sales using scantily clad women on 

the front cover. yet farther down through the pages lay content 
that served a much needed role in society and which is endan-
gered today: investigative journalism.

The paper is sold on both sides of the border with its northern 
edition carrying content tailored to the region. In a market awash 
with British tabloids branded as the “Irish edition,” the Sunday 
World stands out as focusing on home-grown content produced by 
Irish writers. It has broken stories about child abuse in the catholic 
church, organized crime in the Republic, and corruption and para-
military activity in the North. For over thirty years the dissemina-
tion of this information has had a profound effect on Irish society.

Unsurprisingly, this has caused the Sunday World to gather a 
good stock of enemies. Lawsuits have been filed in an attempt to 
muzzle its reporting, most of which have been thrown out in court. 

The paper has shown a particular talent for showcasing the 
underbelly of paramilitary operations, much of it driven by drug 
dealing, extortion, intimidation, and other unsavory activity that 
conflicts with the more noble image that such groups would hope 
to project to their supporters.

Billy Wright, a notorious loyalist from Portadown, was said to 
be involved in the killing of up to twenty Catholics, most of them 
innocent civilians, while allegedly working on behalf of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary’s Special Branch. Acquiring the nickname 
“King Rat” in his local pub, the name and his work became com-
mon knowledge thanks to the reporting of Martin O’Hagan in the 
Sunday World, much to Wright’s annoyance.

After Wright was assassinated in the Maze prison by the Irish 
National Liberation Army in 1997, loyalist groups attempting to 
claim control over the movement sought to avenge the killing 
and to prove their loyalist credentials with a campaign of terror 
and murder. O’Hagan, allegedly a former member of the Offi-
cial IRA, had already been targeted for assassination by loyalists 
before, partly out of irritation at the Sunday World’s exposure of 
their drug-dealing and racketeering operations. When they shot 
O’Hagan dead in his native Lurgan in 2001 he was the first jour-
nalist to be murdered in the conflict. The second would be Lyra 
McKee who was shot dead by dissident republicans in Derry in 
2019 while observing street disturbances in the Creggan area.

In the South in 1996, the murder of Veronica Guerin, a re-
porter with the Sunday Independent, led to national outrage. Guerin 
had incurred the wrath of drug dealers who did not appreciate 
her coverage of the Dublin criminal underworld. This led to crime 
legislation that gave sweeping new powers to the police and the 
courts, and the creation of the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) 
which had the right to seize property acquired by illegal means. 
From its founding in 1996 to 2001, the CAB froze €70 million 
worth of criminal assets, as well as recovering unpaid taxes and 
fraudulently obtained welfare payments. 

yet the life of investigative reporters has not gotten easier. In 
the past year there has been a surge in threats made against journal-
ists in the north. The UDA has threatened the lives of all journalists 
working for the Sunday World and Sunday Life, a weekend extension 
of the Belfast Telegraph. Sunday Life has a similar pedigree in inves-
tigative journalism. Dissident republicans have also threatened a 
reporter with the Irish News. Troublingly, politicians speaking up in 
defense of threatened journalists have also been targeted.

While the killing of journalists in Ireland has been rare, it 
never ceases to shock, and the threat of violence against reporters 
should generate the same outrage. A public statement titled “Stand 
Up for Journalism” has been signed by members of the north’s 
power-sharing Assembly, MPs, members of the House of Lords, 
senators in the Seanad, trade unions, business and civic organiza-
tions, and media organizations. It calls for “the immediate with-
drawal of all threats against journalists in Northern Ireland and for 
the freedom of the press to be respected.”

Journalism is already under pressure on the economic front. 
Newspaper circulation worldwide has been dwindling with the rise 
of free online news sources. The Sunday World’s circulation shriv-
eled from 311,000 per issue in 2001 to 123,000 in 2018. yet the 
importance of investigative reporting has never diminished. The 
freedom of an open society depends on the freedom of the press 
to hold powerful people to account, be they in government, busi-
ness, or in criminal gangs and paramilitary organizations. 

In countries with illiberal regimes where the media is muz-
zled, people are considerably less informed and consequently less 
free. Authoritarian rulers with dubious agendas invariably clip the 
wings of the press because the media is a threat to their sinister 
goals, as well as being a soft target. It is by no coincidence that 
paramilitary groups also see ink on a page as a threat. 

yet it is possible for their intimidation to backfire thanks 
to what is known as the Streisand Effect. Attempting to squash 
reporting of an issue just draws more attention to it than ever 
before as people become more motivated to see what is being kept 
from them. If investigative reporters are digging up so much dirt 
that they are being threatened, it is a call for everyone to subscribe 
to newspapers and read all about it. Long may the muckraking 
continue.

A casual observer of politics 
in the Republic of Ireland 
might be forgiven for 

thinking that we have entered 
some type of twilight zone. 
After the general election on 
February 8 this year we are now 
nearly four months without 
a new government. This is a 
record, surpassing the previous 
2016 delay of 70 days between 
the election and formation of a 
new administration.

What makes this even 
more interesting, or frustrating 
depending on your view point, 
is that despite losing both vote 
share and seats the two estab-
lishment parties of Fine Gael 
and Fianna Fáil look set, at this 
point, to remain in power, al-
beit in a different arrangement.

Fianna Fáil, the largest op-
position party in the last Dáil, 
suffered the minor ignominy 
of losing six of its 44 TDs while 
seeing its share of first prefer-
ence votes decrease from 24.3 
percent to 22.2 percent. Not a 
terrible result you might think, 
until you consider the hype 
and over-confidence of that 
party before the election. Fine 
Gael fared much worse. It head-
ed the minority government 
until February, supported in a 
‘confidence and supply’ agree-
ment by Fianna Fáil. In a telling 
indictment of its performance 
in power Fine Gael lost 15 of its 
50 seats and saw its vote share 
decline from 25.5 percent to 
20.9 percent.

Sinn Féin, the bogeymen 
(and bogeywomen of course) 
of establishment politics in the 
Republic was the unquestioned 
winner on the day, almost dou-
bling its vote share from 13.8 
percent to 24.5 percent and its 
seat tally from 22 to 37. yet this 
does not seem to be enough to 
unseat its incumbent rivals.

Elsewhere the Green Party 
recovered spectacularly from 
a 2016 drubbing to raise its 
number of TDs from 2 to 12; 
the Social Democrats tripled its 
representation from two TDs 
to six; Labour continued its 
dire run, losing one of its seven 
TDs; the Solidarity—People 
Before Profit alliance were 
down one TD for a total of five; 
and the remaining seats were 
taken by assorted independent 
candidates, some of whom 
were previously members of the 
establishment parties.

The results were a shock to 
virtually everyone. Even Sinn 
Féin couldn’t have hoped for 
such an enormous change in 
its fortunes. Just last year it had 
underperformed expectations 
in local elections. Had Sinn 
Féin’s leaders been thinking in 
terms of such a wave in their 
favor, they would have stood 
more candidates and would 
certainly have won even more 
seats. Nine of the top ten vote 
getters in the election were 
Sinn Féin candidates. 

As if to underline the scale 
of Sinn Féin’s achievement its 
leader, Mary Lou McDonald, 
topped the poll in the Dublin 
Central constituency with 35 
percent of the vote, nearly 

three times more than outgo-
ing Finance Minister Paschal 
Donohue (Fine Gael), who 
had to wait until the ninth 
count before retaining his seat. 
(Ireland has a proportional 
representational voting system 
using single transferable votes 
that usually results in multiple 
counts before all the winners 
are decided). In Dublin West 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar (Fine 
Gael) fared little better, get-
ting in on the fifth count after 
seeing Sinn Féin’s Paul Don-
nelly come first, winning his 
seat on the first count. Tánaiste 
Simon Coveney (Fine Gael) had 
to wait till the eighth count 
before being returned in Cork 
South-Central. In the same 
constituency Micheál Martin, 
the leader of Fianna Fáil had to 
wait till the sixth count. Both 
watched as one of Sinn Féin’s 
biggest successes of the night, 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, 
trounced all-comers and took 
his seat at the first count.

But for all of Sinn Féin’s 
success the election revealed 
a country balanced on a knife 
edge, with voters split almost 
evenly between candidates and 
parties reflecting the status quo 
and those representing change.

To put it mildly, the Dáil 
arithmetic is tricky. Any coali-
tion will need 80 seats to have 
a razor thin majority of one. 
Sinn Féin and Fianna Fáil both 
have 37 seats—the Fianna 
Fáil speaker was not elected 
and can’t vote—and Fine Gael 
have 35. That means that any 
government would have to 
be a coalition of two of these 
three big parties and at least the 
Green Party or a combination 
of smaller parties and indepen-
dents. 

Almost immediately Fianna 
Fáil and Fine Gael ruled out 
negotiating with Sinn Féin, 
effectively sideling the most 
successful party in the elec-
tion. The erstwhile ‘big two’ 
have had talks with the Social 
Democrats (who said ‘no’) and 
the Labor Party, (also ‘no’).

At press time they are in 
advanced negotiations with the 
Green Party and Leo Varadkar 
is predicting a  government by 
the end of June. It is far from a 
done deal however. Green Party 
leader Eamon Ryan has insisted 
that his price for entering into 
government is a guaranteed cut 
in emissions of seven percent 
annually. Several Fianna Fáil-
ers, including Coveney, have 
already poured cold water on 
that idea as being detrimental 
to the interests of the farm-
ers who make up a lot of their 
base. Whatever they are, Ryan 

needs to get some meaning-
ful concessions. The last time 
the Greens played the role of 
junior partner in government 
they were literally wiped out at 
the following election, so the 
rewards must match the risk. 

To complicate matters fur-
ther the Greens have a poten-
tial leadership contest on the 
horizon and Catherine Martin 
TD, very popular among rank 
and file Green Party member-
ship, looks as though she will 
challenge Ryan.

If the three parties can 
agree on a ‘Program for Govern-
ment’ in the coming weeks, the 
proposals must then be voted 
on by their memberships. 

If the Greens pull out of 
the deal, or if its members vote 
against it, Fine Gael and Fianna 
Fáil can probably entice enough 
independents into the fold to 
form a government, although it 
will obviously have far less sta-
bility. There is no real appetite 
for another election in Ireland 
so expect a deal to be done 
somehow.

For both Fianna Fáil and 
Fine Gael, this might be a case 
of “Be careful what you wish 
for.” 

Since 1923 one or other of 
these parties has led the gov-
ernment in Ireland. For most 
of that time their combined 
support exceeded 80 percent 
of the vote. This February that 
combined share fell to just 
43 percent, while support for 
candidates and parties that 
were previously looked on as 
outsiders swelled. Most ana-
lysts believe the 2020 election 
was fought on the ‘Three 
H’s’—Housing, Homelessness 
and Health. All three are areas 
where both Fine Gael and 
Fianna Fáil are seen as hav-
ing failed for two decades and 
more. The problems in all three 
will require money to fix, and 
money is the one thing that is 
going to be very hard to come 
by in Ireland for the foresee-
able future after the economic 
havoc wreaked by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Not to mention the fact 
that the historical enmity 
between the two parties is one 
of the biggest reasons why their 
respective voters vote the way 
they do. How can you dislike 
Fianna Fáil enough to vote Fine 
Gael if they are effectively two 
sides of the same coin, and vice 
versa?

 All politicians want power, 
it’s their nature. Is it possible 
that this desire for power might 
be the undoing permanently of 
either Fine Gael or Fianna Fáil 
or both?

For all of Sinn Féin’s success the 
election revealed a country balanced 

on a knife edge, with voters split 
almost evenly between candidates 

and parties reflecting the status quo 
and those representing change.
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Summer Sunshine And Phased Roadmap To Reopening 
Bring Hope, But There’s Still A Long Way To Go To ‘Normal’
San Francisco native Madison roche, now living and working in dublin, with an update from Ireland’s capital on how folks are getting through the pandemic.

Please contact us 
for a free consultation: 
info@ruabusiness.com 

415-967-0499

we provide assistance with 
• Book-keeping

• Tax Organization
• Payroll and HR

• Workers’ Compensation Audits
• General Office Administration

• Business Management 
and Consulting 

www.ruabusiness.com

Seán O’Riordan, PhD.,
Licensed Psychologist (PSY-17995)

(650) 948-9989

www.sean-oriordan.com
tubrid@stanford.edu

Marriage 
Counselling?

Call for a free, 
confidential consultation.

Addictions (alcohol, drugs, sexuality, nicotine)

Relationships, Sport Psychology & Work-place

greetings froM dub-
lin again. Since last 
month’s article, it seems 

things are finally starting to 
change here in Ireland. We 
aren’t “unlocking” at the rate 
of my hometown of San Fran-
cisco, but slowly and surely 
things are progressing here.

Since May 18, Ireland 
has been in “Phase 1” of the 
government’s five-phase “road-
map” for restarting the coun-
try’s social and economic life. 
While people are still encour-
aged to stay home, meetings 
of up to four people outdoors 
are allowed (as long as you’re 
keeping at least two meters 
apart). 

Garden centers and hard-
ware shops have reopened, and 
over 50,000 people have re-
turned to work.  Perhaps most 
excitingly, beaches, tennis 
facilities and golf courses have 
opened. These are small free-
doms, but people are happy 
to have the opportunity for 
some much-appreciated social 
interaction.

The next phase of the 
“roadmap” is scheduled to 
begin on June 8. This is all 
subject to change, of course, 
should the number of infec-
tions increase once again. 
Fortunately though, because 
the public has made such a 
concerted effort with social 
distancing, the number of con-
firmed cases across the country 
has been decreasing steadily. 
This past week (May 17-23) 
saw the first time since March 
that new cases have dropped 
below 100 per day. There is an 
an air of cautious optimism 
as everyone waits to see what 
each stage of quarantine easing 
will bring. 

There is still a heavy Garda 
presence on the roads and in 
parks and beaches where fami-
lies and friends have gathered 
to reunite. Travel between 
counties and regions is still 
largely not possible, however, 
and some people have even 

been sentenced to jail time for 
moving large distances with-
out valid reasons. Sadly these 
restrictions aren’t likely to ease 
until Phase 5 in August, which 
means that for some people it 
means that it will be months 
since they have been able to 
visit loved ones. 

Still, the glorious summer 

weather has done wonders for 
the general morale. Another 
positive update is the huge 
increase in takeaway offers 
from restaurants and cafes! 
With these businesses not 
scheduled to open until Phase 
3 on June 28—and even then 
with patron numbers limited—
business owners have become 

flexible and innovative.
Even the poor desolate 

pubs, which will be the last 
hospitality businesses to open, 
are now looking to rebrand 
as restaurants so as to open 
earlier. The Journal recently 
reported that out of 300 pubs 
surveyed, 44 percent planned 
to re-open as restaurants start-
ing in Phase 3. 

Some pubs have resorted 
to delivering drinks, including 
cocktails and pints, to people’s 
homes. One may be concerned 
of the quality of a Guinness 
poured into a plastic pint glass 
and settling as it’s delivered, 
but desperate times call for 
desperate measures. Though 
sadly we must wait at least 
another month for a fresh pint 
of plain in a pub, until then 
we are happy indulging in the 
constantly adapting restaurant 
offerings. Full roast dinner, 
bottles of wine, cocktail-mak-
ing kits, cakes and sausage rolls 
can be delivered right to your 
home. 

This has also enabled 
restaurants to reach a wider 
variety of diners. My partner 
and I have been able to order 
deliveries from restaurants 
where it has been impossible 
to get a reservation in the past. 
This has also strengthened the 
support for local businesses, 
and people understand that 
they are helping shops, restau-
rants and cafes stay alive by 
ordering out.

Sadly, a number of busi-
nesses have announced that 
they will be closing for good. 
Many of these are small, local 
businesses who are particular-
ly vulnerable in circumstances 
such as these. However, even 
retail giants such as the de-
partment store Debenham’s 
have been forced to close. This 
shows just how great the eco-
nomic impact has been. Like 
the rest of the world, many 
are anxious about the future 
of the economy. April saw Ire-
land’s saw the unemployment 

rate jump to 28 percent as 
companies are forced to make 
tough decisions. Thankfully, 
government unemployment 
schemes are still in place, al-
though the numbers availing 
of them are falling as people 
gradually return to work. 
Certain companies in the 
banking and medical technol-
ogy sectors are also actively 
hiring due to the demand for 
these services. Still, there is a 
long road ahead for the Irish 
economy.

If this news wasn’t stress-
ful enough for parents, many 
are still struggling with teach-
ing and entertaining their kids 
at home. Schools and colleges 
are not set to reopen until as 
late as September or October 
and for the first time ever, the 
Leaving Certificate has been 
cancelled and will be replaced 
with predictive grades. Stu-
dents may opt out of this pre-
dictive grading and can instead 
sit the exam at a later date, 
but with no date able to be 
set many students are feeling 
under pressure. Pair that with 
students unable to say goodbye 
to beloved teachers, missing 
out on their debs and not 
having any graduation celebra-
tions, and many teenagers are 
struggling. 

Everyone’s doing the best 
that they can right now. Work-
ing from home has almost be-
gun to feel normal and people 
are taking pleasure in the little 
things. My partner and I are 
anxious to return to Galway, 
where numbers have been 
remarkably low. Like everyone 
else, though, we are mindful of 
the guidelines and their impact 
on public health overall. It’s 
important to remember that 
while we miss the freedoms 
that we were once accustomed 
to, seeing the COVID-19 curve 
steadily flattening is the best 
news we could be getting right 
now. 

Wishing you all good 
health.

Statue of “Molly Malone” in St Andrew’s Street, Dublin, during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Molly is wearing a smiley face mask.

The old irish proverb 
“i ndiaidh a chéile a 
déantar na caisleáin” 

(little by little the castles are 
built) is several centuries old 
and traces its origin to the late 
12th century following the 
Norman invasion of Ireland. 
The Normans were great castle 
builders and became as Irish as 
the Irish themselves such was 
their assimilation into the local 
population. 

The saying is as true now 
in the vernacular as it was 
then—it takes time to build 
something really strong and 
long lasting. When I think 
of the major fiscal transition 
underway at the Irish Center—
going from a members only 
social club to a fully nonprofit 
entity—I realize that it’s a slow 
but steady movement forward 
as we ponder and decide on 
what goes into the foundations 
of the Irish Center now, so that 
it will become a self-sustaining 
entity for decades to come. 

The central principles of 
a successful enterprise at the 
corner of 45th Avenue and 
Wawona are the sustaining 
members of the UICC and the 
Irish Community. They are 
essentially the “keystone” on 
which all else depends. With-

out the support of the members 
and the Irish Community there 
would be no Irish Center. I 
personally want to thank the 
45 years of board members, 
volunteers and contributors 
that laid the groundwork for 
the Center. 

Through the last 45 years, 
there have been multiple efforts 
to raise large parcels of money 
independent of the ordinary 
day to day operations. The 
elevator installation back in 
the late 1980s was the most 
expensive upgrade the Center 
has incurred since it opened 
back in 1975. The downstairs 
bar was remodeled in the 1980s 
but that was a cosmetic change 
within the envelope of the 
building. 

In the not too distant 
future, our roof needs to be re-
placed and additional upgrades 
need to be completed. In addi-
tion, we would like to add a so-
lar power generating system on 
the rooftop, potentially shaving 
$1,000 off our current monthly 
utility cost. These major capital 
improvements are above and 
beyond our ability right now to 
fund such upgrades. 

And so as a board, we 
launched the St Patrick’s Ap-
peal—the first Board driven 

fundraiser in three decades—on 
May 18, with the goal to raise 
$75,000 by September 17, ‘Half-
way to St Patrick’s Day.’ Past rev-
enue generating operations like 
the 32/50 club fundraiser and 
large banquets are no longer op-
tions currently available to the 
Center to pay for the ordinary 
expenses incurred in operating a 
20,000 square foot facility. 

The response from our 
membership and community 
has been heart warming and 
overwhelmingly positive. I am 
very pleased to report that the 
campaign at the time of writing 
has surpassed 60 percent of our 
goal with $44,300 pledged by 
215 individual contributors. 
Many thanks to all those who 
have given to date. If you have 
not contributed yet, please con-
sider doing so. you can donate 
online at www.irishcentersf.org, 
or by calling the Center at (415) 
661-2700 or, if you’re a mem-
ber, by filling out the donation 
page in the center’s newsletter 
this month and mailing in a 
check.

We look forward to seeing 
you at the Irish Center soon. 
Until then continue to wear 
your mask, maintain your 6 
feet social distance and stay 
safe!

by Anne Cassidy-Carew, President, United Irish Cultural Center

Little By Little The Castles Are Built 

The building of the UICC was truly a community effort. Here are a couple of pictures from the 
construction phase in 1974; breaking ground and volunteers taking a well earned break.
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A judge in virginia has 
ruled that the salvage of 
the wireless telegraph 

machine that sent distress calls 
from the Titanic is lawful. The 
luxury liner sank in 1912 after 
hitting an iceberg, with the 
loss of more than 1,500 lives. 
It now lies on the ocean floor, 
some 12,500 feet beneath the 
surface of the north Atlantic.

Judge Rebecca Beach Smith 
said the machine is important, 
historically and culturally, and 
could soon be lost forever given 
the rapid decay of the wreck 
site.

Smith, a maritime jurist, 
presides over all matters to do 
with salvage from the Titanic. 
She wrote that recovering the 
telegraph “will contribute to 
the legacy left by the indelible 
loss of the Titanic, those who 
survived, and those who gave 
their lives in the sinking.”

The order has been wel-
comed by RMS Titanic Inc, 
which holds the salvage rights 
to the wreck. It supercedes an 
order from 2000 that prohib-
ited cutting into the shipwreck 
or detaching any part of it.

However, several archaeo-
logical and preservation experts 
have objected to the proposed 
salvage expedition. The Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), which 
represents the public’s inter-
est in the wreck, is adamantly 
against any attempt to recover 
the machine.

NOAA argued that the 
telegraph machine is likely 
surrounded “by the mortal 
remains of more than 1,500 
people” and should not be 
interfered with.

RMS Titanic Inc wants to 
exhibit the telegraph machine 
together with stories of the 
crew who tapped out the dis-
tress signals “until seawater was 
literally lapping at their feet.”

“The brief transmissions 
sent among those ships’ wire-
less operators, staccato bursts 
of information and emo-
tion, tell the story of Titanic’s 

desperate fate that night: the 
confusion, chaos, panic, futil-
ity and fear,” the company 
wrote in documents submitted 
to the court.

In her judgement Smith 
explained that the salvage 
plans meet most requirements 
set forth in an international 
agreement between the US and 
the UK, where the ship was 
registered.

RMS Titanic Inc want to 
guide an unmanned submers-
ible through a skylight or cut 
the heavily corroded roof to 
retrieve the telegraph machine.

Judge Rules Telegraph Machine 
From The Titanic Can Be Salvaged

The wreck of the Titanic, 2000 fathoms below the surface of the Atlantic.

Vincent j lynch, who 
served as the first Presi-
dent of the Irish Con-

gress of Southern California 
(ICSC) in 1981, passed away 
peacefully in April at his daugh-
ter Kelly’s home in Redondo 
Beach. He was 80 years of age 
and was surrounded by family 
including his son Patrick.

Vince, along with Jim Foley 
and several others, created 
the idea for a St Patrick’s Day 
Parade in San Diego to cel-
ebrate the rich heritage of their 
Irish roots. Vince’s hard work 
and determination as President 
helped orchestrate the first St 
Patrick’s Day Parade and de-
velop a blueprint for the future. 
His leadership helped set the 
organization on a great trajec-
tory. He worked with the ICSC 
for many years before moving 
to Chicago.

In the late 70s and early 
80s the San Diego Irish commu-
nity was strongly connected. 
Those who emigrated to the 
US and eventually settled here 
would gather at the Blarney 
Stone in Clairmont Mesa, The 
Irish Shop, and the House of 
Ireland. The idea of a parade 
and festival to celebrate Irish 
heritage was immediately 
well received. “Vince was the 
perfect first president. He was 
well thought of throughout 

San Diego and gave the event 
legitimacy that has lasted to 
this day,” said past parade chair 
and ICSC President (1985, 1986 
resp.) Brian McClellan. 

Vince’s wife, Charlene, 
who predeceased Vince last 
year, was the person that came 
up with the idea for the Smilin’ 
Irishman Contest. The story 
goes that she was with the 
parade founders one evening 
at the Blarney Stone Pub when 
they were discussing fundrais-
ing. She proposed the Smilin’ 
Irishman concept and the rest 
is history. The Smilin’ Irish-
man Contest is organized and 
run by the Friendly Sons of St 
Patrick and is the largest fund-
raising event to the support the 
event.

Lynch attended most of the 
parade events in recent years, 
and was extremely proud to 
see how the parade and festival 
has grown to become what it 
is today. He sat in amazement 
every year at the events and 
was deeply disappointed that 
the 40th Anniversary Parade 
had to be cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Vince was a really good 
guy,” McClellan said. “He was 
a pure gentleman, always had 
a smile, and got along with 
everyone. We’ll miss him.”

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

First President of The 
San Diego St Patrick’s 
Parade Dies, Aged 80
by John Hyatt, in San Diego

Social Media giant twitter 
last month said it would 
likely not reopen its offices 

until September and that it 
will continue to allow many of 
its employees to telecommute 
even after the coronavirus lock-
downs come to an end.

The San Francisco-based 
company employs more than 
200 people in Dublin at its 
EMEA headquarters (Europe, 
Middle East and Africa).

The company was one of 
the first to institute widespread 
teleworking in March in re-
sponse to the pandemic.

“We were uniquely posi-
tioned to respond quickly and 
allow folks to work from home 
given our emphasis on decen-
tralisation and supporting a 
distributed workforce capable 

of working from anywhere,” a 
Twitter spokesperson said.

“The past few months 
have proven we can make that 
work. So if our employees are 
in a role and situation that en-
ables them to work from home 
and they want to continue to 
do so forever, we will make 
that happen.

“Opening offices will be 
our decision, when and if our 
employees come back, will be 
theirs,” the spokesperson added.

Facebook, which has 
almost 4,000 employees in Ire-
land, has also announced that 
most of it’s staff will be able to 
telework through the end of 
the year, and that it envisions 
half of its global workforce will 
be working from home within 
five years.

Twitter Says Workers Can 
Continue To Telecommute 
After Coronavirus





`

If you can, please visit our 
GoFundMe page to help us 

keep paying our staff, and their 
benefits. Thanks & Best Wishes.
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Open for Take Out - Please call ahead

For the first tiMe in its 61-
year history, The Rose 
of Tralee International 

Festival has been canceled amid 
safety concerns due to the 
COVID-19 global pandemic. 
The Festival had recently over-
hauled its selection process, 
introduced in 2019, which 
changed Rose Centers’ annual 
participation to bi-annually, 
with exceptions for larger Cen-
ters, including San Francisco, 
who are to participate twice 
out of every three years. Due 
to the Festival’s new format, 
San Francisco was not slated to 
send a representative this year, 
regardless of the recent cancel-
lation. 

However, following the 
news of the 2020 Festival 
not moving forward, all Rose 
Centers who were intended 
to participate this year will 
instead take part in 2021. This, 
unfortunately, means that the 
San Francisco Rose Center will 
not be eligible to send a Rose 
representative until the years 
2022 and 2023. 

“We are very saddened 
that our 2021 Rose Selection 
night will have to be pushed so 
far into the future” said Rosie 
Keehan, a coordinator for the 
San Francisco Rose Center, “but 
we support The Festival’s deci-
sion to keep our communities 
safe. 

“We are looking at this 
period as an opportunity to 
reflect and reset so that our 
next event can be better than 
ever. This pause comes at an 
opportune moment, since our 
event partner, the United Irish 
Cultural Center is also going 
through a rebuilding phase. We 
continue to show our support 
to the UICC to ensure we have 

our cherished cultural spaces to 
hold our events and look for-
ward to when we can enter its 
doors again. We hope to host 
a smaller event in support of 
our Rose Center in 2021; more 
details to come in the future.

“We are so grateful to 
our partners, sponsors, and 
our supporters. Many thanks 
and congratulations go out 
to our wonderful 2019 Rose 
Brooklynn quinn, who was an 
exceptional ambassador for our 
city and our community at the 
Festival last August.” 

For those young women 
who were looking to apply for 
the 2021 San Francisco Rose 
Selection, there is good news. 
Anyone who would have been 
applying to enter in 2021 and 
will now be over the age limit 
for Festival 2022, will still be 
eligible to take part. This will be 
a one-off exception, and rules 
will return to normal thereafter. 
All other eligibility criteria will 
remain the same.

Ideal candidates for the 
2022 San Francisco Rose are 
women of Irish birth or Irish 
descent living in the Bay Area 
and Northern California. For 
more criteria and information, 
please visit the San Francisco 
Rose Center’s website sfro-
seoftralee.com and the Inter-
national Festival’s website as 
roseoftralee.ie.

SF Rose of Tralee To Return In 2022

My Covid Creatures
by Colman Ryan, MD – Seton Medical Center

Sequestered in my place and
Reading in my yard

My creatures come to comfort me
My threats they disregard.

They peck at breadcrumbs
at my feet,

I wonder for them at their stealth,
And fear I may contaminate
And rob them of their health.

I contemplate as joyously their feet
Around me bound.

Do birds and animals have souls like ours
As well as pleasant sounds?

My rabbits cute and full of glee
Until my grass turns yellow
From their abundant pee.

My finches bounce around the place
With never ending grace,

Pecking at my brown bread
Crumbs

With elegance and grace.

The blue jays are so bold
They take the bread in pouches,

As much as they can hold.
The hummingbirds are wonderful
And whir their wings with grace

And hover over nectar abounding in my place.

The furtive little monsters
The lizards in the yard,

But gone so fast at movements
Even shadows make them scared.

The little mouse appears so brief 
And darts back in the bush,

While circling hawks are wondering 
Where is their future lunch?

The spiders spread their endless webs
The little flies to catch

And stupidly, their little wings
On silken threads they latch.

The flies, themselves, are numerous
And far too hard to catch,

They’re gone in seconds from my hands
To join their other hatch.

The crickets make a huge noise
And keep us all awake,

Each night they rub their legs
Together, making quite a crake

Mosquitos are a nuisance
 Their gattle buzz is clear,

They’re very hard to capture
 Before they’re in my beer.

The butterflies – they hover
Ever graceful in the sky

And, sadly, they are short-lived
And in several days they die.

The bees they are aplenty
And usually benign

Unless you tempt them with your hand
And then they are not fine.

And lastly we have vermin, ants and aphids too
They eat our plants, infect the rest,

They are our COVID2
But all of this distraction

Is God’s way to renew

My refuge from the COVID that lives
In my domain,

For I am over seventy
 and easy to obtain.

But I feel safe with all the creatures
In my yard,

And blessed by God to have it 
With all it’s just reward.

2019 SF Rose Brooklyn Quinn
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Our thoughts are with you all at this time.
Please do what you can to stay safe and 

healthy. We will see you soon.

We are Open for Takeout from 
11am till 8pm, Please Call Ahead.

Food & Cocktails To Go.
Fresh Bread Baked Daily.

Irish Bar & Restaurant

3200 24th Street at South Van Ness
(2 Blocks from 24th Street BART) 415-550-7510

Open Weekays at 11AM, Saturdays and Sundays at 9AM. 
Full Brunch Menu Including the Best Irish Breakfast this side of the Atlantic!

Celebrating our 16th Anniversary this Year. 
Thanks to All Our Customers for your continued and loyal support.

• FeAture •

The Sounds of Borris—
Melodious & otherwise
by Colman Ryan, MD, Seton Medical Center

• FIlm & tV •

Alana Kerr Collins—Busy In The Lockdown
by James Bartlett in Los Angeles
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The covid-19 pandeMic has 
shuttered movie sets 
and silenced television 

studios, but Belfast-born actress 
Alana Kerr Collins has never 
been busier. 

She can’t go to auditions, 
but thanks to the current surge 
in popularity for audiobooks 
she finds herself fully-booked as 
a voice artist, a specialized job 
she found just a few months 
after arriving in Los Angeles, 
when she booked the role 
narrating the audio book of 
The Bone Season by Samantha 
Shannon.

“At the moment my ses-
sions are up around 20 per-
cent,” said Alana, who had al-
ready been working from home 
for years and recently invested 
in a Tardis-like Studiobricks 
digital home studio. 

“It’s fantastic. It’s a stand-
alone booth that can be broken 
down and moved locations if 
need be and provides the per-
fect studio quality sound. It’s in 
the spare room now.”

Alana has recorded over 
70 audiobooks since she came 
to America in 2013, and has 
snagged some awards along the 
way too. Last year she won an 
Audiofile magazine Earphones 
award for her work on Irish 
famine-era tale A Slip of a Girl 
by Patricia Reilly Giff, and she 
already has an “Audie,” the 
Oscar of the audio recording 
world, from 2017.

She was nominated for 
another Audie a few months 
ago for Beasts of the Frozen 
Sun, a historical fantasy by Jill 
Crisswell. 

“I went to the ceremony in 
New york and though I didn’t 
win, we had a great time. I am 
really lucky that I got to go to 
such a great city before it closed 
because of the pandemic.” 

Her Belfast accent hasn’t 

changed at all in that time 
either, and she credits the 
“sing-song” nature of North of 
Ireland accents as part of the 
secret of her narrator success.

“I imitate the sounds and 
the intonation as I would a 
piece of music,” she explains, 
and though she has acted 
in many Irish audio books 
including James Joyce classics 
The Dubliners and Ulysses, 

The Girls of Ennismore by Pa-
tricia Falvey, Grounded Hearts 
by Jeanne M Dickson, and 
The Unkillable Kitty O’Kane 
by Colin Falconer, she’s also 
tackled horror and science fic-
tion and performed Northern 
English, Scottish and Mexican 
accents. 

Acting and performing has 
been a life-long love for Alana, 
36, who began her career aged 
just 10 when she joined the 
youth Lyric, a Saturday drama 
group. She followed her pas-
sion by winning places at the 
National youth Theatre and 
National youth Music Theatre 
in London, then took a degree 
in Drama/English at Trinity 
College, Dublin. 

Her first big break was play-
ing Cinderella at the Waterfront 
Hall, and then after several 
years of musicals and theatre—
and a spell as a puppeteer and 
the voices of Goliath, Maisie 
and Claribelle on “Sesame 
Tree”—she moved across the 
Atlantic. 

She had also spent time 
training in the noted Meisner 
Technique in London, and in 
Los Angeles she has continued 
to attend several local acting 
studios—all while enjoying the 
famous sunshine. 

Even if she’s in a commer-
cial studio she’ll often do dou-
ble duty as her own engineer, 
and she says that every hour of 
a book takes around two hours 
to record. She prepares by mak-
ing notes, highlighting lines, 
giving characters different col-
ors and even including sound 
clips on the scripts, which are 
on a special iPad app.

“No more worries about 
rustling sounds as I turn the 
pages on a script,” she laughs, 
“though if I’m not at home 
and I need to send something 
quickly, a closet has to do.”

At the moment California 
is in stay-home-safe mode, 
and that means that Alana’s 
husband Matt, who works 
for BMW North America is 
at home—and that can make 
things tricky to juggle since 
they also have one-year old 
Noah too.

“I’m used to recording 
during his naps, but even with 

Matt at home and no access 
to childcare due to Covid-19, 
it’s even more exhausting than 
usual! But I’m very lucky to 
have the opportunity to work 
at all, and safely, I’m very much 
aware of that,” she adds.

The couple were married 
in 2016 back in the north of 
Ireland “in the snow!” she 
laughs, and Matt gave her her 
lucky mascot, a small stuffed 
toy mouse called Mario, who 
she takes everywhere—and 
often appears on her Instagram 
feed. In recent years they have 
visited New Zealand and Japan, 
and the travel continued.

“We were lucky enough to 
go to the Galapagos Islands last 
year. (My parents babysat).”

The hiking trails and parks 
have tentatively been reopened, 
and that means that the family 
can spend time in the 4,300 
acres of Griffith Park, a place 
that she often says reminds 
her of the North Antrim coast, 
where she spent lots of time as 
a child.

“We also went fruit and 
vegetable picking at a family 
farm last weekend and it was so 
fun! With so much space and 
wearing masks, it was easy to 
stay within social distancing 
guidelines. It was such a literal 
breath of fresh air to do some-
thing different and my son had 
a ball!”

Alana and her family live 
in Culver City, a noted location 
for film studios (most famously 
MGM) and while she is in high 
demand behind the micro-
phone at the moment, her first 
love is still the theatre, and she 
says she still dreams of “tread-
ing the boards” in a big Broad-
way or West End production.  

She still returns home 
to Finaghy regularly—most 
recently for Noah’s 1st birthday 
last year—and she jokes that 
she’s lucky to be able to see so 
much family when she is there 
because “they virtually all live 
in the same street.”

Her next audio projects 
include Lindsay Jayne Ash-
ford’s WWII mystery The 
House at Mermaid’s Cove and 
Irish coming-of-age drama The 
Island Child by Molly Aitken, 
but there’s a bigger produc-
tion coming later this year. Her 
birthday is in October, and one 
day later their second child is 
due to be born—and Mario has 
another fan to try and keep 
happy.

Above: Alana Kerr Collins.
Left: Alana and son Noah in 
Griffith Park, LA (before the 
lockdown).

Just like airplanes in Burlin-
game today the sounds in 
Borris kept our acuity sharp 

       and aware. We took them 
for granted, but they became 
part of our lives without us 
knowing.

The first sounds I remem-
ber before dawn were the 
birds—finches, robins, crows, 
tomtits and the ever-cooing 
doves were a pleasant cacoph-
ony as the sun rose. I was and 
am today convinced that this 
was a symphony with every 
bird talking to each other with 
nature—trees, fields, rivers and 
the sky as conditions—no ba-
ton needed, just the harmony 
of the great outdoors. The larks 
were the maestros—rising high 
in the sky and chirping their 
hearts out to our delight. We 
had many in Borris over the 
heather of Mount Leinster. 
“The lark in the morning she 
rises off her nest. She goes 
home in the evening with the 
dew all on her breast. And 
like the jolly ploughboy, she 
whistles, and she sings, she 
goes home in the evening with 
the dew all on her wings.”

Next, I remember on my 
early walks were robins, black-
birds and finches in gossiping 
conversations—clearly commu-
nicating the events of yesterday 
and the plans for today. I sat on 
my favorite stone and listened. 
The cooing of the doves bore 
evidence of courtship denying 
their distance and hinting at 
immediate intimacy.

As the day wore on the 
corncrakes rattled their song 
also. Professional ventrilo-
quists, one never knew where 
they were—even the field they 
“craked” from was anonymous. 
One spotted them running 
from time to time but seldom 
flying—toying for our atten-
tion, sometimes mimicking 
a broken wing to get us away 
from their nest.

The Cuckoo
Perhaps the most fasci-

nating bird was the cuckoo. 

Seldom heard before noon—but 
a universal sign of Spring and 
Summer. We children knew not 
to trust them. They were the 
original evictors of other birds 
nests—kicking eggs and even 
hatchlings out of other nests. 
We regarded them as similar 
to the British eviction of Irish 
citizens in prior centuries.

Noxious Sounds
Early morning dogs bark-

ing was part of our lives. It 
drove me crazy. During the day 
these dogs were fine and mostly 
friendly (except for one who 
bit my face). The owners were 
frequently castigated for igno-
rance of their bodily needs. No 
plastic bags then—just watch 
your step!

Donkeys braying was 
another noxious sound. I never 
found out why donkeys bray. 
Maybe they needed attention 
or feedings. Mostly I felt they 
needed a mate. We kids were 
always amazed at their display 
of masculinity in the fields. 
Giggling wasn’t just for girls 
when that happened.

The Most Pleasant 
Sound

Perhaps the most pleasant 
sound for me was the bab-
bling brook rivers. I could sit 
for hours on a stone and listen 
to the high pitched melody of 
water around rocks. I would 
look at the waving weeds, deep 
green, dancing to the noise 
of the waters, swaying to and 

fro with the ripples for their 
partners and the rocks as the 
pillar of their dance halls. The 
fish also danced but slowly, 
above the yellow sand with 
the crevices in the rocks for 
easy protection from preying 
adolescent hands—furtive and 
evasive, seldom caught but al-
ways a challenge for me. Trout 
were indeed a challenge.

Sounds of Doubtful 
Pleasure: The Crowing Cock 
and the Screaming Hawks 
and Gobbling Turkeys

While still quite dark the 
cocks in our yard heralded the 
rising sun. I’ve no idea why 
they do it so early except to 
annoy us and lord it over the 
household. “Get to work and 
lay your eggs and make some 
more chickens,” they seemed 
to say. Mating was such a short 
frantic affair it hardly seemed 
worth it.

We had turkeys too who 
would gobble gobble in the 
yard and sometimes threaten 
us with fanned out feathers and 
running towards us. We used 
to imitate them to annoy them 
from a safe distance. There was 
a pair of Muscovy ducks also 
nearby. They would hiss at us 
and chase us as young children, 
with their big red combs. We 
never annoyed them.

The most intriguing for 
us was the screaming of the 
hawks—a very distinctive 
warning. The mother rabbits 
would stand on their hind legs 
and look to the sky to protect 
their young from these “dive 
bombers.” They were large and 
beautiful and always travelled 
in pairs. They were more deadly 
when they glided silently and 
hovered over their prey with 
deadly talons extended for the 
kill. The only thing not beauti-
ful about them was their cruel 
eyes—yellow orange in color 
and always meaning business. 
They always succeeded in their 
mission. I greatly admired their 
persistence and accuracy. God’s 
way of getting rid of vermin.

Photo by Cian Ryan of his Dad’s hand and an Irish Robin.

The larks were 
the maestros—
rising high in 
the sky and 

chirping their 
hearts out to 
our delight.
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• IrIsh AmerICA •

Ordinary travel and social 
gatherings are on hold 
due to the Coronavirus, 

but true love knows no bor-
ders. Recently engaged couples 
around the world may be reas-
sessing their wedding plans, 
but for US citizens who hope 
to marry their foreign national 
(FN) fiancé(e) in the US, now is 
a great time to discuss and be-
gin your immigration journey.

The US immigration pro-
cess for the K-1 fiancé(e) visa 
requires couples to provide 
detailed documentation to 
multiple agencies over many 
months. The US Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (US-
CIS) is still accepting applica-
tions as usual, so applicants 
can still file new cases, but this 
could change as the COVID-19 
situation unfolds.

At McEntee Law Group, we 
are seeing couples use this time 
to gather evidence and docu-
mentation needed for their ap-
plications in order to minimize 
separation. If you’re already 
separated from your fiancé(e) 
due to travel restrictions and 
you’re spending a lot of time 
at home, now is a great time to 
get started.

Here are some things you 
can do now:

1. Find a qualified US 
immigration attorney.

The K-1 visa process can 
look simple on its face, but we 
would never recommend going 
it alone. US immigration is 

very complex and constantly 
changing. Small oversights can 
have big consequences, from 
delays to denials. Some con-
sequences may not be evident 
until it is too late. A licensed 
attorney who regularly files K-1 
visa cases can spot the issues, 
address them proactively, and 
help you navigate the process 
more efficiently. Immigration 
counsel is a worthwhile invest-
ment in your future as a couple.

2. Get on the same 
page.

The US immigration pro-
cess requires both fiancé(e)s to 
disclose personal information 
that you may not normally be 
comfortable discussing, from 
prior arrests to financial and 
health challenges. When you 
hire an immigration attorney, 
the same attorney can repre-
sent both fiancé(e)s as long as 
interests are aligned and there 
are no secrets. If secrets come 
to light or a conflict develops, 
your attorney may have to 
terminate representation.

To successfully navigate 
this process, you will have to 
be completely honest with your 
fiancé(e) and your attorney so 
they can properly advise and 
represent you. If you and your 
fiancé(e) have not discussed 
personal finances yet, you 
should have that conversation 
soon. It’s not advisable to wait 
until you’re in front of a USCIS 
or Consular Officer.

3. Gather your personal 
documentation.

If the quarantine has you 
both spending more time at 
home, now is a great time to 
organize the documents you’ll 
need for the K-1 application. 
Dig through your attics and 
basements to find your original 
personal documents. Get clear 
copies of your passport, prior 
visas, birth certificates, and 
divorce decrees, if applicable. 
Keep the originals somewhere 
safe. you will need them for 
interviews down the line.

4. Document your per-
sonal history.

The K-1 visa and green 
card process requires detailed 
personal information from 
both fiancé(e)s. you will each 
need a complete employment, 
education, and address history 
for the last five years before the 
date of filing. This means every 
job, school, and address, even 
the server job you quit after 
two weeks and the college you 
transferred out of after a semes-
ter. Double-check your address 
history online. It goes further 
back than you think.

Later on, the FN fiancé(e) 
will need to list their group af-
filiations. This means listing ev-
ery “organization, association, 
fund, foundation, party, club, 
society, or similar group” you 

have ever been a part of inside 
and outside the US. you will 
need to provide the name(s) 
and your dates of involvement. 
Organizing this proactively will 
save you and your attorney 
time in the long run.

5. Gather your finan-
cial documentation.

The K-1 visa is intended for 
US citizens who want to bring 
their FN fiancé(e) to the US to 
get married within 90 days of 
entry. The end goal is to get 
married and gain permanent 
resident status by getting a 
“green card.” In late Febru-
ary 2020, USCIS implemented 
a new rule that substantially 
increased the work and docu-
mentation required to get a 
green card.

The Public Charge Rule 
(PCR) requires green card ap-
plicants to show that they will 
not become dependent on 
state assistance in the US by 
providing extensive documen-
tation about their household’s 
finances. The FN will not 
receive work authorization for 
4-5 months after applying for 
the green card, and the PCR is 
primarily focused on the US 
citizen’s finances. The US citi-
zen fiancé(e) will need IRS tax 
transcripts for at least the most 
recent tax year, and ideally for 
the last 3-5 years. If you were 
not required to file taxes in a 
specific year, or you have yet to 
file, you may want to reach out 
to an accountant to get writ-
ten confirmation. The docu-
ment requirements vary based 
on your individual situation, 
especially if it changed due to 
COVID-19. A qualified immi-
gration attorney is in the best 
position to help you meet these 
onerous requirements.

6. order outstanding 
documentation.

If you are missing essential 
documents like tax transcripts, 
court records, or original birth 
certificates, order them sooner 
rather than later. Different 
agencies are operating on differ-
ent timelines due to COVID-19, 
so leave some room for delay.

The K-1 visa process can be 
daunting, but it doesn’t have to 
be. An experienced US immi-
gration attorney can help you 
through this newly-charted ter-
ritory in unprecedented times. 

Fiona McEntee is the Found-
ing and Managing Attorney of 
McEntee Law Group, an immigra-
tion law firm located in Chicago 
with a national client base. Fiona 
has over 12 years of experience 
practicing immigration law. Origi-
nally for Dublin, Ireland, and now 
a naturalized US citizen, she is in 
a unique position to provide sensi-
tive, compassionate, and compre-
hensive advice to all her clients.

by Fiona McEntee

Minimizing Immigration Separation 
By Maximizing Social Distancing

650-720-1917

To advertise or subscribe 
please call 

(650) 344-3765
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DOHeRTy ResTORATiOn
serving the Bay Area 

for over 25 years

160 Baltimore Ave, Bandon, OR 
Tel: (541) 329-2203

McGovern Insurance 
50 years experience in the Bay Area 

mcgovernins.com
(650) 593-8216

1625 El Camino Real, 
Belmont, CA 94002

Walsh carter 
Insurance servIces, 

License# 0F34266
Brendan Walsh or Jack O’Toole

jotoole@walshcarter.com
(415) 217-6200 x224

San Francisco

Int. applIances

Whelan acadeMy of 
IrIsh dance

Children & Adult Classes
San Francisco, Millbrae, San Mateo

(415) 242-5177

Kennelly school
San Francisco, Burlingame, Los 
Gatos, Sacramento, Roseville

Children & Adult Classes
(415) 665-0554 / (916) 333-3239

Murphy IrIsh dancers
San Francisco, Burlingame, 

San Bruno, San Carlos
(415) 587-7133

murphydancers@aol.com

dIllon MaGh adhaIr 
acadeMy

San Francisco, Burlingame, 
Belmont (415) 205-8090

jigginmick@me.com
www.bayareairishdance.com

asap leGal servIces, llc
Virtual Legal Administrative Assistance

Format/Edit/E-File/
Correspondence/Scheduling

Rosanna Keenan, www.legalservicesasap.com
asaplegalservices@gmail.com 

(415) 531-3710

cheryly Maloney
vanguard properties
Specializing in Restaurants & 

Businesses, Commercial 
& Residential Real Estate.

(415) 309-2722
cjm-realestate.com

COMMeRCiAl ReAl esTATe

McclusKey enGIneerInG
Soils/Structural

Architectural Engineering
pemcc@mindspring.com

(415) 750-1121

301 Junipero Serra Boulevard, Suite 200
San Francisco, CA 94127

Email: lotar49@yahoo.com
(415) 395-9000

(415) 665-2822

rosIe bucKley 
overland one haIr studIo

3915 noriega st., san francisco 
call or text for appointment 

(415) 812-2434

1475 Doolittle Dr., San Leandro.

the napper tandy
Irish Bar & Restaurant

3200, 24th Street, San Francisco
(415) 550-7510

o’doWd pluMbInG
radIant heatInG

Consulting / Sales / Design
Tel: 650-952-6578                           

odowdplumbing@aol.com

celtIc shoppe
Irish, Scottish 

& Welsh Imports
354 East Campbell Ave., Campbell 

(408) 379-7474
www.CelticShoppe.com
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eQUIPMeNT/TrUCKING

eleCTrICAlAiR COnDiTiOninG

COnCReTe

hAUlAGe

PlAsTeRinG/sTUCCO

PlUMBinG

PAinTinG/DeCORATinG

sCAFFOlDinG

WinDOWs & DOORs

AlARMs / seCURiTy

The Colores Painting 
“We take pride in what we do.”

email: thecolores1970@yahoo.com
www.thecolores.com

Hugo N. Ruiz, 
General Contractor

License B# 936966, License C# 757621
PO Box 743, Daly City, CA 94017

(415) 235-3155

2050 Taraval St. 
@ 31st Ave.

Creative Paint has expanded!
Also now located at:

1238 Sutter Street, San Francisco; 2526 Noriega Street, San Francisco;
1563 Polk Street, San Francisco & 44 Golf Club Road, Pleasant Hill

Your Ad Here
$395 per year

Call (650) 344-3765

GRIFFIN CONCRETE PUMPING 
• 3/8 and 3/4 gravel  • Concrete slabs 

• Footings • Walls • Sidewalks • All your concrete needs 
• Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

We supply a top quality pumping service and top quality 
concrete finishers—Larry C Griffin.

(415) 756-3246

sOlAR

Offering generous referrals for installations.
www.solassolar.com /mobile: 408.499.6347

IrIsh Owned resIdentIal sOlar COmpany
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• IrIsh News •

530 Jackson Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94133

(415) 955-1916

Thanks for your support, 
Stay safe & well, 

We’ll see you soon.
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• IrIsh News •

Stay Safe & Well, 
See you When thiS iS all over!

Please stay safe. 
Best Wishes to everyone 

At this difficult time. 

• San Francisco • Burlingame • Los Gatos 
• Sacramento • Roseville • Reno
Classes for Children & Adults

(415) 665-0554 / (916) 333-3239
www.kennellyschool.com

ServInG THe COnSTruCTIOn 
InDuSTrY SInCe 1995

When the uk left the 
European Union on 
January 31 this year, 

astute observers noted that it 
was only the first step. Boris 
Johnson’s government would 
still have to face the more dif-
ficult task of negotiating a trade 
deal with the EU bloc, and it 
had only until December 31 to 
do it. The British can extend 
the deadline as long as they do 
so by June, but so far no-one 
in Westminster has shown any 
inclination to do that.

In the period between 
Brexit and the present the 
coronavirus pandemic seems 
to have sucked all the political 
oxygen out of the room, and 
there are growing concerns that 
the end-of-the-year deadline 
will not be met. Neither of the 
trade talks which have taken 
place have yielded anything 
concrete.

Simon Coveney, Ireland’s 
caretaker Tánaite and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has said that 
progress towards a deal has 
been much slower than the EU 
wanted and that the UK should 
now seek and extension.

“Covid-19 has made what 
is already a very, very difficult 
timeline to get agreement virtu-

ally impossible,” he said.
“Given the added compli-

cations of Covid-19 it surely 
makes sense to seek a bit more 
time to navigate our way 
through these very difficult 
waters in the months ahead so 
that we can get a good outcome 
for the UK and EU.

“I think anybody looking 
at this from the outside could 
only conclude it makes sense 
to look for more time but the 
British government has decided 
that’s not what they want and 
they have made that very clear 
both publicly and privately.

“I wouldn’t be raising 
expectations around the British 
government agreeing to seeking 
more time.

“If we’re going to have any 
chance of persuading them to 
take more time then we need 
to be careful about how we do 
that because demanding it from 
them ... almost as a concession 
to the EU, is certainly not the 
way to do it.”

Referencing Johnson’s 
characteristically bullish com-
ments over Brexit, Coveney 
added: “Talking about the 
UK being fully autonomous, 
protecting sovereignty ... I get 
that language, that is what has 

driven Brexit in many ways.
“Breaking free from the Eu-

ropean Union, not being a rule 
taker, that’s fine from a political 
narrative perspective.

“But you can’t have quota-
free, tariff-free trade unless 
there is a level playing field.

“The EU can just never 
facilitate that and why would 
they … This is essentially the 
crux of the issue and if we can’t 
resolve it, there isn’t going to 
be a deal.”

Meanwhile the EU Trade 
Commisioner, Irishman Phil 
Hogan, has questioned whether 
or not the UK actually wants 
the trade negotiations to end in 
a deal. Speaking on Irish radio 
Hogan said: “There is no real 
sign that our British friends are 
approaching the negotiations 
with a plan to succeed.

“I hope I am wrong, but I 
don’t think so.”

He suggested that the Brit-
ish government and politicians 
“have certainly decided that 
Covid is going to be blamed for 
all the fallout from Brexit.”

“My perception of it is they 
don’t want to drag the nego-
tiations out into 2021 because 
they can effectively blame 
Covid for everything.”

UK-EU Brexit Trade Deal Almost 
Impossible By December 31 
Deadline Says Tánaiste

A case brought before the 
Irish High Court chal-
lenging the constitu-

tionality of laws introduced to 
constrain the spread of corona-
virus has been dismissed.

The case was brought by 
two of Ireland’s most contro-
versial jouarnalists, Gemma 
O’Doherty and John Waters. 
The pair were petitioning to 
have various pieces of the CO-
VID-19 legislation struck down. 
They were also asking the court 
to formally declare the chal-
lenged legislation to be uncon-
stitutional.

Mr Justice Charles Meen-

an decided on May 13 that 
O’Doherty and Waters could 
not bring a full judicial review 
case. 

In his judgement, he said: 
“In making their case for leave 
the applicants, who have no 
medical or scientific qualifica-
tions or expertise, relied upon 
their own unsubstantiated 
views, gave speeches, engaged 
in empty rhetoric and sought 
to draw an historic parallel 
with Nazi Germany—a paral-
lel which is both absurd and 
offensive.”

“Unsubstantiated opinions, 
speeches, empty rhetoric and a 

bogus historical parallel are not 
a substitute for facts,” the judge 
said. 

The State, and lawyers act-
ing for the Dáil, Seanad and the 
Ceann Comhairle who were no-
tice parties to the proceedings, 
had argued during a two-day 
leaving hearing that permission 
should not be granted.

In their action O’Doherty 
and Waters, who represented 
themselves, challenged leg-
islation including the 2020 
Health Preservation and 
Protection and Other Emer-
gency Measures in the Public 
Interest Act, the 2020 Emer-
gency Measures in the Public 
Interest Act Covid-19 Act, and 
the 1947 Health Act (Affected 
Areas) Order.

Their proceedings were 
aimed at striking down tem-
porary restriction regulations 
brought due to Covid-19 under 
the 1947 Health Act.

They had claimed that the 
laws, and the manner in which 
they were enacted, are repug-
nant to several articles of the 
constitution including rights to 
travel, bodily integrity and the 
family.

On this, the judge said that 
he was “satisfied that the appli-
cants have established no argu-
able case against the Oireach-
tas. Indeed, I would go so far as 
to say that the case which they 
seek to make is unstateable.”

The two-day hearing, as 
well as earlier hearings of the 
application, saw a large num-
ber of gardaí around the Four 
Courts complex to ensure that 
social distancing regulations, 
which including limiting the 
number of persons that can 
attend court hearings, were 
maintained.

Irish Court Dismisses Constitutionality 
Challenge To CoVID-19 Laws

A woMan froM Magherafelt, 
County Derry, in the 
north of Ireland has won 

a landmark concession from the 
British government in her bid to 
be considered as an Irish citizen. 

The Good Friday Agreement 
signed in 1998 recognizes the 
birthright of people born in the 
north to be considered as Irish 
or British citizens or both. In 
2017 however, when seeking an 
EU residence card for her Ameri-
can husband from the British 
Home Office, DeSouza was told 
her application was rejected be-
cause she stated her nationality 
as Irish. The Home Office told 
her she would have to re-apply, 
either as a British citizen or, 
alternatively, she would have to 
renounce her British citizenship 
if she wanted to continue to ap-
ply as an Irish citizen.

At the time, DeSouza said 
she had “discovered that (her) 
lifelong Irish identity is evident-
ly considered secondary to an 
unclaimed British identity.”

After a three year legal bat-
tle the UK government finally 
changed the law last month to 
allow family members of British 
or dual British-Irish citizens 
from the north of Ireland to 
apply for status under the EU 
Settlement Scheme.

The change means British 
and Irish citizens born in the 
north of Ireland will be treated 
as EU citizens for immigration 

purposes and will have the right 
to have a non-EU or non-EEA 
country spouse remain in the 
UK.

DeSouza has now with-
drawn her legal challenge in the 
Court of Appeal.

“The changes forced 
through by our case will now 
allow my husband to remain 
in the United Kingdom on the 
basis of my Irish citizenship 
and require the Home Office 
to respect my right under the 
Good Friday Agreement to be 
accepted as Irish—the terms 
which set the foundation of our 
legal complaint and the grounds 
we were forced to argue in court 
time and again until the British 
government finally conceded 
that we were right all along,” 
she said.

DeSouza acknowledged that 
withdrawing the challenge will 
not satisfy everyone.

She commented: “We know 
that many will be disappointed 
by this news, as our work to ad-
dress the inconsistencies in the 

implementation of legislation 
for the Good Friday Agreement 
has highlighted that there is so 
much more at stake here than 
just the changes we achieved in 
our case.

“The changes to the Immi-
gration rules, whilst enormously 
welcomed and beneficial to 
many, do not fully address all 
the underlying issues plaguing 
this region.

“The British government 
has failed to give domestic 
legal effect to the birthright 
provisions of the Good Friday 
Agreement and continues to 
automatically confer British 
citizenship on all the people of 
Northern Ireland, even if they 
identify as Irish, by promot-
ing a narrative which implies 
identity and nationality are 
not synonymous, an absurd 
assertion when considering the 
language of the internationally 
binding treaty would—in their 
interpretation—grant citizens a 
right to ‘feel’ Irish rather than 
‘be’ Irish.”

Derry Woman Wins Important 
Immigration Concession From UK 
Government For US Husband 

“The British government has failed to give 
domestic legal effect to the birthright 

provisions of the Good Friday Agreement and 
continues to automatically confer British 
citizenship on all the people of Northern 
Ireland, even if they identify as Irish.”
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vslainteoakland.com

131 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94607
(510) 823-2644 

Oakland’s Only Authentic Irish Pub

We wish everyone the best 
during this time of crisis. 

While we are closed for now, 
we look forward to seeing you 

all again when it’s over.

Please stay in touch with us 
at our Facebook page and on 

Instagram.

ARIES March 21-April 20 
A push and pull feeling in your world leaves you un-
able to make up your mind what to do next. you can 
release these feelings by listening closer to what your 
inner heart is saying. Be gentle and kind to yourself as 
an overwhelming sensitivity to anything and every-
thing envelopes you. This too will pass. Examine all 
the new and exciting possibilities ahead. Change your 
life accordingly.
 
TAURUS April 21-May 21 
Time to take out and re-think your life. What matters 
most, not where you are but where are you headed, 
you will be surprised at what comes up. An opportu-
nity that you thought long gone presents itself again. 
Take time before you make a decision. June 5th, the 
Lunar eclipse, sees old attitudes and beliefs resurface. 
Don’t look back but look ahead and see how much 
you’ve learnt and grown.

GEMINI May 22-June 21 
A feeling of relief as you bask in the feeling you have 
survived the past and although you face an unknown 
future you are filled with confidence. you can handle 
everything. It’s a time to be a step head of work respon-
sibilities as Mercury goes retrograde from June 19th to 
July 11th when everything slows down. Take time to 
catch up with projects, and plan time to get together 
with friends.

CANCER June 22-July 22 
This June you will re-evaluate what needs to be done 
to achieve your goals. June 5th, the full moon, you 
will think about what you need to do to achieve your 
dreams. June 21st with the solar eclipse in Cancer this 
positive influence will be felt for the next six months. 
It will bring new and unexpected things in your life 
and also have a very calming influence on you as well.

LEO July 23-August 22 
A wonderful month to appreciate other people, and 
also to find a new job or new outlet for your talents. Be 
bold and ask for what you want in any situation.
A golden opportunity presents itself in a brief conver-
sation. Later this individual will catch up with you. 
Take note it might not feel right at this time but in the 
future the space for it will open up again provided you 
don’t ignore it.

VIRGO August 23-September 22 
How are you holding up? If you have been missing the 
freedom of your old life and struggling with the new 
normal you are not alone. It is a time to develop new 
modes of doing, being and coping that are far better for 
you than you had before. The lesson you learn from all 
of this will propel you to a far better future. Take time 
out to exercise and eat healthy. 

LIBRA September 23-October 22 
A very uncertain time. It seems the world is at a 
standstill. It’s a time for a major shift in growth so it 
is a time for you to adapt. This change offers you a 
great time to succeed. Start planning for a better future. 
Love-wise relationships seem frustrated. Plan a time to 
visit a park, or the beach, this will bring fresh insights 
into your closest relationships.

SCORPIO October 23-November 21 
Time to revaluate your life and getting rid of old 
workplace issues. Take time to review how you manage 
your finances and what you do with your money to 
reflect a healthy reflection of your self worth. Because 
of the coronavirus you are hypersensitive but the worst 
is over. you are in the middle of a huge re-structure of 
your life, and the best is yet to come.

SAGITTARIUS 
November 22-December 21 
The lunar eclipse on the 5th of June seems to affect you 
so be sure you have an easy, relaxed schedule. Now is a 
time to redefine yourself—your image, personality, and 
self concept. Friendships can be tested so patience is re-
quired with those closest to you. you are busy at work, 
and it is a time to gather contacts and connections for 
future endeavors.

CAPRICORN 
December 22-January 20 
you will be focusing on love this month. your relation-
ships get tested and there will be family dramas. A time 
to do repairs at home. The solar eclipse of the 21st af-
fects you and tests your current relationship as Mercury 
only goes forward in July. It’s a time to talk things out 
with a loved one. Pay attention to your health and 
your diet, and rest as much as possible.

AqUARIUS 
January 21-February 19 
Pace of life slows down for you and nothing much 
happens in your world except to take it easy and enjoy 
your life. Friendships are tested and disruptions in 
high-tech equipment take place. Make sure your files 
are backed up and your anti-virus software is up to 
date. A creative projects that you forgot about finds its 
way back for your attention.

PISCES February 20-March 20 
Any worries you have this June will go away as the 
outward steps you took in May will begin to bear fruit. 
you have more self confidence so it’s a time for fun 
and enjoying the Summer. The lunar eclipse on the 5th 
may affect you so reduce your schedule and take it easy 
until June 21st. Shakeups at work or personal dramas 
in those close to you. June 21st things slow down and 
life becomes more enjoyable.

Judy Hevenly, Psychic Astrologer, (424) 273-5839 
E-mail judy@judyhevenly.com. Website www.judyhevenly.com.
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A nineteen-year-old froM 
Castleisland in County 
Kerry has won a full 

scholarship from Georgia Tech 
to play in its prestigious foot-
ball program. David Shanahan 
is the first Irish person ever to 
win such a scholarship.

Shanahan committed to 
play for the yellow Jackets on 
May 15 in a tweet that read:

“Thank you to Coach 
Collins, Coach Conner, Coach 
Popovich, Patrick Suddes and 
all the Georgia Tech football 
staff for this amazing opportu-
nity.

“A massive thank you to 
John Smith and Nathan Chap-
man of Prokick Australia for all 
their hard work and dedication 
to make this all possible. I am 
so grateful for everything you 
have done for me. 

“Also thanks to Dave 
Tuinauvai of Conquest Athletic 
Performance for all his work. 

“Finally to my family and 
friends, especially my mom 
and dad, I cannot thank you 
enough for always supporting 
me.

“Can’t wait to get to ATL 
and get to work!”

Shanahan is by all accounts 
an amazing athlete. Growing 
up he played Gaelic football, 
rugby, and basketball, all to a 
high level. In 2017, he played 
with the Kerry U17 Gaelic foot-
ball team which won that year’s 
Munster title.

Speaking with Jackets On-
line, a Georgia Tech sports blog, 
Shanahan said he has always 
wanted to try something new.

He decided to order a few 

American footballs and started 
practicing kicking at his local 
GAA pitch.

“I had literally been kicking 
my whole life just with a round 
ball instead of an American 
football. At the start when I was 
punting, I really had no idea 
what I was doing.”

Shanahan got better by 
learning from youtube videos. 

Then he learned about 
Prokick Australia and saw that 
they were sending athletes to 
college in the US. The Irish teen 
decided they were his best shot 
at attending college in the US 
on an athletic scholarship so he 
reached out to them.

One of the coaches, John 
Smith, was in Manchester at 
the time and agreed to fly to 
Ireland to assess Shanahan. 

“After a couple of kicks 
with Johnny, he told me he 
thought If I moved to Mel-
bourne and trained with him, 
Nathan Chapman, and the rest 
of the Prokick boys, I could get 
a division one scholarship,” 
Shanahan said.

The training, evidently, 
paid off. Following a Zoom call 
with four Georgia Tech coaches 
and two of his Prokick Australia 
trainers, Shanahan received an 
official offer for a full scholar-
ship to be a punter on Georgia 
Tech’s football team.

“I was ecstatic when my 
coach John Smith told me they 
offered me. It’s a feeling I’ll 
never forget.”

Shanahan says he believes 
the plan as of right now is to 
enroll at Georgia Tech in Janu-
ary 2021.

Down gaa are Mourning 
legendary All-Ireland 
winning player and 

coach John Murphy. Murphy 
had an illustrious career with the 
Down football team. He won 
three All-Ireland Championships 
with the Mournemen—once as a 
player in 1968 against Kerry, and 
twice as a coach, in 1991 and 
1994 against Meath and Dublin 
respectively.

Murphy played wing-
forward and scored a goal in the 
side that defeated Kerry 2-12 to 
1-13 to win the Sam Maguire in 
1968. He also won two Ulster 
titles and a National League with 
Down, in addition to two Rail-
way Cup medals with Ulster. 

A tribute on the Down GAA 
website said Murphy had “a 
wonderful football brain and 
was a man of wise counsel.”

“John had presence and 
status and had a great ability to 
relate to players personally and 
to get the best out of them in 
turn as footballers,” it contin-
ued. “In team management, 
he was never one to shy from 
debate whilst fully respecting 
the final decision.

“As a player and as a selec-
tor, John always served and 
acted in the best interests of 
Down football. He was loyal too 
to his friend and colleague Pete 
McGrath, and when the time 
came in 2002 for that great era 
in Down football to end, John 
was still there with Pete.”

Offaly’s two-time All-Ireland 

winner Paddy Fenning died 
on May 18 after a long and 
courageous battle with motor 
neurone disease. Fenning was 69.

Fenning’s All-Ireland medals 
came in 1971 against Galway 
(Offaly’s first ever Senior Cham-
pionship title) and the following 
year in 1972, against Kerry. All 
in all Fenning’s playing career 
with the Offaly senior team 
lasted for 11 years, ending in 
1980.

His goal against Kerry in the 
1972 All-Ireland Final replay will 
forever be remembered in the 
Faithful County. Irish Times re-
porter Paddy Downey described 
it as follows:

“The major turning point 
of the game came exactly eight 
and a half minutes after the 
restart and it settled the destina-
tion of the Sam Maguire Cup for 
1972. A shortish Kerry kick-out 
was collected by Paddy Fenning 
from a tangle of players about 
50 yards out and something to 
the left of the Kerry posts. His 
high kick should have been 
covered by the Kerry defense all 
the way,” Downey continued, 
describing how the ball eluded 
the full backs and bounced into 
the net.

“It was the lucky break that 
many people had said would 
be needed to swing the game 
the other way. That goal swung 
the battle decisively in Offaly’s 
direction and it crowned a fine 
performance by Fenning ...”

Fenning also won four 

Leinster championships, and a 
Railway Cup in 1974.

After his football career 
came to a close, Fenning became 
active in his community. He 
raised funds for Tullamore Hos-
pital and to pay off a develop-
ment debt incurred by his club. 
In 1993 he published a book, 
‘Offaly—The Faithful County, A 
Pictorial History of the Football 
years.’

In 2011 he was named ‘Of-
faly Person of the year.’

The Rebel County of Cork 
has also lost All-Ireland winner 
Tom o’Donoghue.

A proud Sarsfields club-
man, Tom was a key member of 
the Cork team which defeated 
Kilkenny in the 1966 All-Ireland 
SHC final at Croke Park. He 
played a starring role at full back 
as the Rebels shocked the Cats 
to end a twelve-year wait for 
the Liam MacCarthy Cup. Tom 
went on to win two Railway Cup 
medals with Munster in 1968 
and ‘69 as well as a National 
League title in the latter year.

Sarsfields GAA took to 
Facebook to pay their respects 
to their club legend. In a mov-
ing the club wrote: “A very 
genuine sadness descended 
over Sars today as news filtered 
through of the passing of one of 
our true hurling legends, Tom 
O’Donoghue. In an era when 
the club needed heroes, Tom 
was the man who provided that 
inspiration for so many young 
Sars players in the 60s & 70s.”

The GAA Lost Three All-Time Greats In May Kerry Teenager Is The 
First Irishman To Get 
A Full US College 
Football Scholarship

The July edition of 
The Irish Herald 

will be published on June 29.



The gaelic athletic Associ-
ation in Ireland have said 
fans will have to wait till 

at least October before the start 
of the 2020 All-Ireland Cham-
pionships. The announcement 
was made after a meeting of 
the GAA’s management com-
mittee on May 6. Counties and 
clubs have been asked to stop 
training for the time being. 

The Association is open 
to playing games with no fans 
in attendance later in the year 
but acknowledged that there 
was no real appetite within its 
ranks for doing that.

All GAA facilities will re-
main closed for now and clubs 
have been asked to refrain from 
any on-field activity in line 
with current government social 
distancing restrictions, which 
are expected to remain in place 
until July 20. 

The Association said it 
welcomed the government’s 
roadmap to gradually open 
up the country, but will seek 
clarity around “the challenge 
of social distancing in contact 
sport.”

GAA President John Horan 
gave a lengthy interview to Des 
Cahill on RTÉ’s The Sunday 
Game on May 10 during which 
he said he can’t see Gaelic 
games being played at any level 
while social distancing in its 
current form remains in place.

Horan stressed the the 
GAA’s top priority was the 
safety of its members and 
their families. He also said the 
Association could lose up to 
€50 million if the All-Ireland 
Championships and other 
competitions are delayed fur-
ther.

Horan said the GAA were 
surprised by the government’s 
decision, announced May 8, to 
allow sports facilities to reopen 
to groups of four, and to allow 
non-contact collective training 
from June 9. He said the GAA 
would not allow group training 
sessions until at least July 20.

“If social distancing is a 
priority to deal with this pan-
demic, I don’t know how we 
can play a contact sport—and 
that is what Gaelic games is: a 
contact sport,” Horan said.

“I think everyone was tak-
en by surprise on Friday night 
because no one knew what was 
coming. It did give everyone a 
bit of an uplift to feel that we 
were coming back.

“We had to examine it and 
look at it closely, and there was 
a concept in it that people had 
to gather together in groups of 
four, but we felt that it couldn’t 
be marshalled by people in 
our clubs because our clubs are 
led by a load of good-quality 
volunteer people and to put 
the onus on volunteer people 
to make the decisions to police 
and organise training within 
our facilities, we just felt that 
would be too much on them.

“you would have a group 
of four here, and there, and all 
of a sudden you would have 
a full squad gathering. Then, 
the next thing, after a period 
of that training, they’d prob-
ably push on and you could 
have a training behind closed 
doors.

“I’m not going to pass that 
responsibility onto the club 
volunteer who does a great 
job for us to make the deci-
sions. Professional sport is in a 
different league because they 
don’t go back into work and 
can be cocooned in a family 
situation. We can’t do that and 
won’t. I think people’s health 
and safety is the key to it all,” 
he said.

“We took our time, con-
sulted with our county chair-
men and management com-
mittee before we came out with 
our press release on Wednes-
day. I think we have taken the 
right decision.

“We’ll be taking our infor-
mation from the health author-
ities to see is it safe, and it’s 
only if and when it’s safe that 
we will actually allow training 
and our games to recommence.

“Taking that information 
on board, then, we’ll make 
that decision—and we won’t 
bring it up to the line. We’ll be 
making that decision on a con-
stant; we’re on executive calls 
every day and we’ll keep re-
viewing and updating so we’ll 
be staying on top of things in 
the next period of weeks.

“Ultimately there is a huge 
responsibility to get this right 
and if one club, be it a playing 
area or whatever, developed 

into a cluster for the COV-
ID-19, that would be a very bad 
day’s work on our behalf, and 
that’s one thing we are very 
conscious of: that none of our 
facilities develop into a cluster.

“Our concern has to be the 
players on the pitch, their fam-
ilies and their work colleagues. 
They are all amateurs and it’s a 
hobby to them all, and I know 
they take it to a very serious 
level and they have a very 
professional approach to it, but 
we can’t risk anything. I would 
hate to think as an organisa-
tion that we would have made 
a decision that would have cost 
any family a member of their 
family.”

Horan confirmed that if 
the GAA does resume this year, 
the club season is likely to 
do so before its inter-county 
equivalent due to the fact that 
it pertains to far more GAA 
members. He added that in 
such an instance, there will 
likely be no club champion-
ships at juvenile age grades up 
as far as Minor, with leagues 
and other non-competitive 
fixtures being prioritised for 
young players.

“We’re quite comfortable 
to say that we are going to go 
with the club game first be-
cause it impacts on the greater 
number of people,” Horan said.

“98 percent0 of our games 
are club games so if we play 
club games, it’s inclusive of 
everybody because the county 
players would get the oppor-
tunity to play with their clubs 
and that would have an impor-
tant impact across the whole of 
Irish society.

“Then we can actually 
make the decision to return 
to the inter-county game. It’s 
a contact sport decision that 
is going to influence it so 
whether at county or club level 
I don’t see a major distinc-
tion between the two of them 
but the impact throughout 
the organisation would be far 
greater if we actually got the 
clubs back.”

Horan also poured cold 
water on the idea of Cham-
pionship games being played 
behind closed doors.

“I have an issue about the 
‘closed-doors’ concept because 
if it is safe enough for the 
players to be in close contact 
on the pitch, it’s going to be 
safe enough to have a certain 
number of people in a gather-
ing at the ground itself. We’re 
fortunate as an organisation to 
have such fantastic stadia.

“Take Croke Park, 83,000 
is the normal attendance, I’m 
sure we could put an atten-
dance into Croke Park that 
could be done in a safe manner. 
Crowds gathering in that situa-
tion will probably come before 
we have contact sport.”

Horan also said that the 
2020 Allianz Leagues are now 
very unlikely to be completed 
and that February 2021 would 
be the last possible month to 
complete the 2020 All-Ireland 
Championships, and that after 
that the GAA would draw a 
line under them and start the 
2021 season.
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We wish all our 
customers & the entire 

community well 
during these troubling times. 
Thanks for all your support. 

We look forward to seeing you 
again when this crisis 

has passed.
Sláinte.
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Consulting, design, Sales, 
Installation Support.

 Tel: 650-952-6578                           odowdplumbing@aol.com
O’Dowd Plumbing inc      PO Box 875, san Bruno, CA 94066

Kezar.pub

We love you all!  
Your warmth and 

community are missed, 
we look forward to 

seeing you again soon!

If you are in a position to do 
so, please visit our 
GoFundMe page,

where you can make a 
donation to help our staff 

through these stressful times.

San Francisco’s 
Premier Sports Bar

The Best Family Restaurants 
On the Peninsula

1190 California Drive, Burlingame, (650) 347-3061
& 622 Laurel Street, San Carlos, (650) 830-5868

maverickjacks.com 

3723 S. El Camino Real, San Mateo, (650)-638-1479
jacksprime.com

Open for take-out, please call ahead, 
Thanks for all your support!

GAA Says Allianz League Action 
Probably Done & No All-Ireland 
Action Till october At Least

The return of horse racing in 
Ireland has been brought 
forward by three weeks 

following talks between the 
government and Horse Racing 
Ireland, the sport’s governing 
body. The resumption of racing 
was originally slated for June 
29 under phase three of the re-
opening roadmap, but races can 
now take place “behind closed 
doors” from June 8.

A number of strict coro-
navirus protocols have been 
agreed to allow the sport to re-
sume. The only people allowed 
at tracks will be the essential 
personnel needed to run the 
events. Everyone involved will 
be subject to health screening 
beforehand and will have their 
temperature taken on the way 
into the venue.

Face masks will be manda-
tory and social distancing will 
be strictly controlled by a dedi-
cated Covid-19 protocol officer 
at each race meeting.

“We are grateful to be one 
of the sectors permitted to go 
back to work and acknowledge 
the responsibility on everybody 
in racing to ensure the events 
are run in a safe way,” said 
Chief Executive of Horse Racing 
Ireland, Brian Kavanagh.

“We know from our own 
experience in March when we 
safely ran ten meetings behind 
closed doors—and from what 
is happening in other countries 
like France, Germany, Australia, 
Hong Kong, Japan and Amer-
ica—that racing can be staged 
safely within the requirements 
of social distancing. 

“With significant input 
from the IHRB’s chief medi-
cal officer Dr Jennifer Pugh, 
we have strengthened the HRI 
Covid-19 protocols and so, 
while race fixtures will return in 
Ireland on 8 June, they will be 
very different from what people 
will have experienced before.”

Kavanagh added:
“We will publish our full 

protocols tomorrow and will 
require any key personnel nec-
essary to run a race fixture to 
read the document in full.

“There must be full compli-
ance with these protocols and 
to assist the industry in becom-
ing familiar with the changed 
workplace, a series of webinars 
on the Covid 19 Protocols will 
be announced.

“We will release a revised 
fixture list up to the end of 

June, including confirmation 
on when the Classics, tradition-
ally scheduled for this time of 
year, will be run.”

Caretaker Taioseach Leo 
Varadkar defended the decision 
to allow horse racing to reopen 
saying that the industry was 
worth almost half a billion euro 
a year to the Irish economy. 
Varadkar also pointed out that 
the horse racing industry in 
Ireland needed to be aligned 
with what was happening in 
the industry abroad. 

“Horse racing was never 
specifically mentioned in the 
plan that we agreed back in 
April, so now it is, and horse 
racing behind close doors will 
be allowed to resume from the 
8 June, and that’s taking into 
account what’s happening in 
the UK and what’s happening 
in France,” Varadkar said. 

“This is a big economic 
sector, a lot of people employed 
in it, worth nearly €500 million 
euro to the economy each year 
and because people won’t be 
able to travel to meetings, the 
amount of movement will be 
limited—it’s people travelling 
to and from their workplace, es-
sentially, but won’t be open to 
spectators, not for the foresee-
able future.”

“We need to be aligned, 
or more or less aligned, with 
what’s happening in the UK 
and France in that regard,” he 
added.

In the month of July there 
will be 47 race meetings in total 
including the seven-day Galway 
Racing Festival, slated to begin 
in the last week of July.

Horse racing has had its 
share of critics in Ireland in 
recent months because of the 
decision of thousands of Irish 
race fans to travel to this year’s 
Cheltenham Festival which 
took place between March 
10 and March 13. The Irish 
government began its national 
shutdown on March 12, while 
up to 20,000 Irish people were 
mingling with more than 
100,000 British spectators at 
Cheltenham.

Kavanagh acknowledged 
that Cheltenham should have 
been cancelled but claimed that 
social distancing was not really 
understood at the time.

“It’s very interesting, that 
was the very week where the 
whole thing ramped up with 
coronavirus,” Kavanagh said. 

“I went there for the first two 
days and it was remarkable 
that I came back to a different 
country on Wednesday night to 
the one I left on Monday.

“I think on Tuesday, the 
images from Italy started to 
come through in great detail 
and by the end of that week, 
we were racing behind closed 
doors in Ireland. I think with 
hindsight, people would 
recognise that Cheltenham 
would have been much better 
if it went behind closed doors, 
not a decision that we have 
any control over, it’s entirely a 
matter for the British authori-
ties and the British govern-
ment.

“Social distancing as we 
know it now was not really 
that well known at that time. 
The irony is that while Chel-
tenham was going ahead and 
people were at the races, the 
pubs back in Ireland were 
packed with people watching 
Cheltenham, but it certainly 
couldn’t have come at a worse 
week, it was unfortunate 
because it was the last major 
sporting event to take place. 
Should it have taken place? 
With hindsight, probably no 
but everyone’s wise after the 
event.”

The decision to allow horse 
racing has led to calls from 
the world of greyhound racing 
for the same treatment. In a 
statement the Irish Greyhound 
Board has asked for “full clar-
ity” on the decision.

“The IGB notes the Gov-
ernment decision today to 
permit horse racing with effect 
from 8th June 2020 and would 
have been of the understand-
ing that such decision also 
extended to greyhound racing. 
This would not appear to be the 
case,” the statement reads.

“Greyhound racing has 
proven its ability to run ‘rac-
ing behind closed doors’ and 
successfully complied with all 
Covid 19 protocols when op-
erating on a closed doors basis 
during early March 2020,” said 
Chairman of the Irish Grey-
hound Board, Frank Nyhan.

“The IGB is at a loss to 
understand why, on a risk 
basis, greyhound racing is not 
assessed as being capable of 
operating behind closed doors 
from 8th June next as it is clear 
that all necessary protocols can 
be fully complied with.”

And They’re off! Horse Racing 
To Restart In Ireland on June 8

Galway Races at Ballybrit Racecourse



Dá fhada an lá, 
tagann an tráthnóna.

No matter how long the 
day, the evening comes. 

Sincere thanks to all our 
frontline essential workers.
To all those working in our hospitals 
and doctors’ offices; to our police and 

firefighters; to the workers in the 
grocery stores; to those working on 

a vaccine or a therapeutic drug to help 
defeat the coronavirus, 

we are grateful for your selflessness.


